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VTARNING 

THIS Book being an expression of individual feel- 
ings is not ruled by any conditional term or by any 
social Ism. Life is a reaction, an ever-revolting re- 
action against every external action, and an Ism of 
any kind, is a condition which fetters life. 

What life is I know and feel. I am glad I did not 
have to struggle in the Labyrinth of doubt to learn 
the missing link of life. If you think you ought to 
grope in the darkness of conditions in pursuit of life, 
don't read this Book, for you will be influenced by it. 

If you are perfectly satisfied with life, with feel- 
ings, don't read again this Book. I am sure you do 
not need to read the book of Life when you are satis- 
fied with life. [ 

But if you are a scientist, a philosopher, a teacher, 
a student, a poet, a thinker, or an artist, read this 
book. You will learn something, I am sure. 

THE AUTHOR 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



The Book of My Life 
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* These sons belong to me, and ihis wealth 
belongs to me.' With such thoughts a fool is tor- 
mented. He himself does not belong to himself, 
how much less sons and wealth? — Buddha. 
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N OEDEE to give a true definition 
of my life and of what I call love 
of life, I ought to know what life 
in general is, and I ought also to 
define feelings. 

When I do this I will proceed 
with the book of my life as I felt life, and as I feel 
life. This might not be a great book, for I am 
neither a scientist nor a philosopher. At least it 
will be a sincere book, and this I call great. 

I must first define life in general and then go 
on. But how can anyone do this unless he is able 
to see creation; unless one feels creation of life 
and of feelings? I am glad that I went so far into 
this general question, and that I have to answer 
it through my feelings, for science believes in 
positivism and calls positiveness the so-called last 
movement, the destruction or death of the smallest 
cellule that a scientist can see through the strong- 
est microscope, notwithstanding that that cellule 
is not destroyed and that it keeps on changing 
forever. 

And while science cares not or cannot go any 
farther, having no instrument to follow life, it 
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2 THE BOOK OF MY LIFE 

does not make me feel that I See creation of life. 
On the other hand, metaphysics gives us a theory 
of life, made to order with no active material, 
with no quality in matter. And this also does not 
explain my question. Therefore, I need from 
within me an answer positive and true. For a 
positive answer will make everything harmonious. 
When I use the word ** harmonious'' I do not 
believe that harmony exists ; it is only as a term 
that I use it, for there must be a disorder in 
nature in order to have a law to regulate it, and 
that law that regulates everything is a proof of 
the existence of disorder. For law means exist- 
ence of disorder. This is a rule and it applies also 
in all conditions of life. 

But, having different laws which regulate 
everything, are not these laws an effect, and is 
not disorder the cause of these laws? Yes, this is 
true, and only thus can I have some idea of 
things and their order. This natural law is the 
effect of the existent self qualities in matter. For, 
having a disorder we must have its cause. And 
we can see and feel disorder only when we have 
two qualities in matter, positive and negative, 
attraction and repulsion. And these two qualities 
are the cause of everything, of absolutely every- 
thing in life and in conditions of life, for if there 
existed no quality in matter there would have been 
no movement of any kind in nature. There would 
have been no change of forms and no disorder in 
nature. 
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The first individual matter does not differ in 
qualities. It is absolutely the same. But, as each 
atom possesses separately the qualities and 
naturally feels its own individuality, it forms in 
itself a certain degree of those qualities. By this 
degree of quality the different forms are formed. 
So, also in the combinations we have the different 
degrees of attraction and repulsion, and by the 
strength of attraction of a combination its own 
nature is defined. Therefore, the forms differ 
only in degrees of qualities, but not in qualities. 
That is why there is a larger difference in form 
appearances than in fundamental feelings. 

In order to be plainly understood I will give 
my general perception of life and leave for later 
on the explanations, details, and comparisons. 

As there can be nothing abstract, and as I feel 
that everything is concrete, I am going to avoid 
every metaphysical term, and if I use, on account 
of the limitation of language, a word which by 
every one is accepted as an abstract term, I call 
the attention of the reader to consider that word 
as a concrete one. Thus life, love, attraction, rea- 
son, repulsion, imagination, quality, idea, feeling, 
mentality, or any other similar term, are concrete, 
that is to say, effects of matter. 

I am going to use the word atom with the mean- 
ing of the smallest, undivided, inorganic matter. 

I do not believe that the word atom needs a 
definition or a specific form. If anyone should 
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4 THE BOOK OF MY LIFE 

ask what I mean when I say an atom, and how I 
know that matter is constituted by atoms, similar 
atoms in form and appearance, in reply I would 
say that by this term I mean that matter is not a 
solid piece. Even in stones or steel and fire, mat- 
ter is always like the cells in our bodies, one 
atom next to the other. The fog gives us an ex- 
ample, and the ether (atmosphere, air) gives us 
the best possible picture of space and atoms, only, 
1 know that while we think that ether is space, 
a strong telescope tells us that it is not all space 
and an intuitive perception makes us feel that even 
that space is too little for recognition. 

This is not thinking, and therefore my book is 
not a theory. My reasoning is an effect, and its 
cause is feeling; therefore my theory is life. 
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HEEE was a time when I was 
thinking very hard. This I call the 
''state of ignorance. '* Thinking 
we certainly try to solve, to learn 
something we do not know. And 
when we do not know, we are 
ignorant as far as that something is concerned. 
The effect of this thinking is knowledge, and the 
cause is ignorance. While then, ignorance is the 
cause of thought, and knowledge is the effect of 
thought, knowledge is indirectly the effect of 
ignorance. When the cause, ignorance, vanishes, 
its effect, thought, and the effect of thought, knowl- 
edge, must vanish also. 

As I stated above, I was thinking very hard, 
and at that time I realized that in order constantly 
to gain knowledge it was necessary to remain 
always in a state of ignorance. Thus it is logical 
to come to the conclusion that in order to gain 
greater knowledge we must grow every minute in 
various degrees of ignorance. This logic does not 
seem very cheerful, for no one likes to know that 
the cause of his knowledge is ignorance and as 
long as his ignorance exists his knowledge exists 
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6 THE BOOK OF MY LIFE 

also. Many times we study and we learn thor- 
oughly about something, but right then we know 
through our inward perception that what we 
learned was untrue, or, if true, we instinc- 
tively had knowledge of the fact already, only 
we failed to recognize it. It was on account 
of conditions, it was on account of our life 
being unnaturally expressed, that we could not 
have intuition, and we required knowledge. 

The above is a rule, and if we will but go to the 
root of things, we will see that in general life no 
atom requires knowledge, for it has that instinct. 
But as long as we live in conditional life, we, being 
far from natural, cannot understand many things, 
and I would not be astonished if some people 
would consider my expression strange. 

When a natural perception of things comes 
to us, we can see that even great thinkers do not 
have the right conception of things. Therefore, 
unless knowledge is an inward perception, it is 
not an absolute truth. 

When I arrived at the conclusion that knowl- 
edge is the effect of ignorance, then and only then 
could I see the waste of my energies. I felt that 
I was struggling to gain something unreal, some- 
thing false, something which was the offspring of 
ignorance and which at one time I might have 
been proud of. 
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UMAN progress has so far gone 
three steps. One, two, three, and 
no more. Each step was moved by 
inward perception, or rather by 
intuition, to use the correct term. 
Not that I believe in terms of 
language, but as I cannot be understood with 
a movement of my face or fingers, I have to use 
our weakness, language, in order to be fair to 
every one while expressing my feelings. 

The above thr^e glorious steps of human prog- 
ress are possession, division, and ownership, and 
everything else in what we call progress of human 
life is an effect of those three causes. 

Naturally, there exists love (attraction), and 
hatred (repulsion). Love is the cause of combin- 
ations, the reaction of keeping one's own individ- 
uality against the natural external actions which 
are constantly trying to separate the combination. 
If there was no love, there would be no combina- 
tion whatever. This is a general, natural condi- 
tion, and only when we speak of human progress 
in conditional life does there exist right and 
wrong, good and bad, order and disorder, which 
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8 THE BOOK OF MY LIFE 

are only effects and have nothing in common with 
nature. They might seem conditions of nature, 
but this conditional life, no matter how near to 
nature it might be,, is always an external and never 
an internal effect. As long as the cause, owner- 
ship, remains as our last inward intuition as well 
as our established social system, these effects will 
naturally be in existence. Cause existing, effect 
is inevitable. Knowledge, however, might teach 
us how to regulate effects, but this would not mean 
progress. That would not be a step, for knowl- 
edge cannot regulate the cause which was in exist- 
ence before knowledge had a cause to exist. A 
regulation then, will not record any progress of 
any kind in human life. Life is not an experience 
nor an experiment to be regulated through the 
orders of knowledge. 

Is it intuition, then, which caused our progress 
to the above stated step, or is it knowledge, and in 
this case have we reached a higher mark than the 
three narrow steps? 

A human being, living hard in his primitive 
existence, has but one instinct — self-preserva- 
tion. This is the only thing he could have. This 
feeling was to him a natural effect, for love is 
that which keeps the combination of his form, and 
although stronger attractions are in constant ac- 
tion to part his combination, or rather to attract 
it into their own existence, he, being also an attrac- 
tion, reacts against these actions as far and as 
long as his nature will permit him to. Need for 
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food is the effect of this reaction. In this beanti- 
ful struggle of keeping his individuality, caused 
by natural conditions, intuition becomes conscious. 
It is not bom. It is not something he knew before 
he existed, for he is a new form, a creation of 
love, and the fact that his reaction for self preser- 
vation, for continual self preservation if possible, 
exists, proves that he does not have to have any 
knowledge of his need. He does not have to know 
the former laws of reaction, and if intuition would 
sometime give him that feeling, it would not mean 
that he would learn through knowledge. 

Every day that human being tramps near and 
far for food. If you call this a habit, you will 
use a term with no meaning, for it is his natural 
reaction for life that makes him travel, and as 
long as he reacts he is existing. Habit plays no 
part in natural life. It is not a natural feeling. 
As long as he gets food he lives. That is life, and 
that is all he has to know. He does not have to 
see further. Therefore, he has no knowledge. 
One day he conceives his first intuition. Life 
would be easier for him he feels, if he should 
keep for tomorrow what he could not eat today. 
If this is caused by natural conditions it matters 
not. It is an intuition just the same. It is not 
a knowledge of past hardships. If it were, he 
would have done it before, and that *' before" 
would have been again his first intuition. 

Ignorance was not existing at that time, for 
he never felt before the desire to keep for to- 
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morrow what he could not eat today. He never 
thought of it in order to gain knowledge of the 
fact, and only when he felt the intuition did he 
think of it and have the knowledge of it. 

Thus possession was established, progress step 
number one, for he now keeps for tomorrow that 
which he could not eat today. When another in- 
dividual comes along and finds what the first kept 
for himself and tries to get it, the first individual 
feels that his food is going to disappear and he is 
now even fighting for his ** possession." This 
continues for a period until his second intuition 
arrives. Whether this period between the first 
and second intuition is one minute or a thousand 
centuries is immaterial, for it is a period just the 
same. 

** Why not divide?" is the second intuition, and 
while before he was fighting for his possession, 
he now knows how to divide and avoid all trouble. 
Thus, division was established, the second step of 
human progress. 

*'Why not own what we divide?" is the third 
intuition. And thus ownership was established, 
the third step of human progress. 

This did not happen to every individual at the 
same time, for the second person struggling at the 
time for self preservation, for that which was 
already the possession of another, did not feel the 
existence of possession. 

Could this intuition, then, stop right here? Is 
it possible to ever imagine that the natural reac- 
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tion for pure individualistic self preservation 
could be organized into partnership, remain so 
forever, and still be natural? Certainly not, as 
long as the organized reaction for life which we 
call a society of rules and regulations, is not based 
on natural conditions — as long as we live in con- 
ditional life. Besides, the natural conditions 
change and nothing remains the same for one 
single minute. 

But what is progress of life? Is it a general 
movement onward or is it an individualistic ex- 
pression? This question needs no answer. Every- 
one feels his own feelings and so progress could 
be but an individual feeling. When one person 
feels another intuition in existence, human prog- 
ress advances, and it is not the fault of that person 
if the others cannot feel his intuition. As I can- 
not see and feel life without eternal and constant 
change, I cannot but feel that the fourth step of 
human progress is in motion. Whether it is gen- 
eral or not no one cares, as long as it is an in- 
tution. What is it then? Wake up! See your 
own nature and you will understand. 

One thing we know. We cannot move back. 
That is not progress. This is the direction. Move 
on, for freedom can be attained. 



1 
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N OEDER to proceed with what 
I caU the *'Book of My Life,'* I 
must give an idea of my feelings 
of all natural phenomena, going 
deep into everything we call gen- 
eral life. I do this because later on 
we may need a comparison. If in my life there 
is a feeling which does not correspond with nature, 
we will know that that feeling is not true. Thus 
we will be able to discover itg cause, and abolish- 
ing the cause, we will abolish also the adopted 
feelings. 

I will not use any philosopher or scientist as a 
corroboration, for I have not a great knowledge of 
their abstract ideas and I am glad of that fact. 
This book, then, will not be a theory of intellectual 
philosophy. I learn what intellect means, but 
what life is I feel. This I call a great difference. 
Intellect needs corroboration, but I cannot corrob- 
orate life for it exists. Even post-impressionism 
will not change life, will not spoil it. It will re- 
main there with all its beauty. The complexity 
may add more beauty to the complex. This would 
mean more life, and in this case it will be great 
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to feel that life is not what it appears to be, even 
thongh we would know tiiat in reality it is the 
same. I call this an attempt to proceed to a for- 
ward step of progress. This is a feeling. But 
what is a feeling? Certaintly not something ab- 
stract. That much we know without need of in- 
tellect. 

As we know that a feeling is an effect, we 
must know also its cause. A feeling in order to 
exist must have a quality, we must say what kind 
of feeling it is. Without quality a feeling cannot 
be defined. If quality did not exist all feelings 
would vanish. We have then the cause. Quality 
must be the first and the only cause of feelings. 
This is a rule. If anyone does not understand this 
general rule he is forced to feel so. He has got 
to accept that much.^ There is an attractive and 
repulsive feeling, and therefore there is an attrac- 
tive and repulsive quality. I am not speaking of 
conditions, for this is nature, and nature is the 
cause of conditions. In order to go, later on, into 
details of every feeling of human life, and be able 
to make comparison as to what feelings are nat- 
ural, and what conditional, I must start from the 
very beginning . If it is said that these short flash- 
like sentences of my expression are not complete 
or not very clear, I do not care. It is not my fault. 
The wise man knows, the intellectual some day 
will know, the person who really lives feels, and 
the fool is dead. Shall I care then? 
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So in nature exists a quality of attraction and 
the effect is a feeling of attractive quality and a 
quality of repulsion, and its effect is a repulsive 
feeling. Thus, we have a quality attraction 
(love), and a quality repulsion (hatred). The 
one quality is the action and the other the reac- 
tion, the positive and the negative. Neither can 
exist without the other. 
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OW let us look at the question as a 
whole. What is life! Suppose 
we start from the beginning when 
everything is a chaos. Thus we 
have to suppose that there is no 
life in existence and therefore 
there must not exist any quality in matter, for 
quality means life. 

So, in order to start the very first movement 
we need a **force'' of some Mnd. Do we not need 
the qualities *' attraction'^ and ''repulsion" in 
order to justify that force? Is not then force an 
effect? But suppose there exist no internal qual- 
ities in matter. Suppose we are not able to feel 
this fact, and for the first movement we take force 
from the outside. 

We do this on the supposition that we cannot 
feel ourselves self creations by using our own 
qualities while there exists no free will, or on the 
supposition that we have no qualities to use, and in 
order to have force we must take it from the 
outside. Naturally then, we must limit the chaos 
and give it a form of some kind. This form will 
have no quality and its matter will be death. 
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In order to grasp the task we will give this 
limited chaos the shape of a balloon. Can we 
imagine how this great, big balloon, while it is 
forced as a whole here and there, could in itself 
have any change of any kindt Force might change 
its outside shape, but the inside matter could never 
change. If anyone sees life it will be on the out- 
side of the chaos only. Thus, life will not be cre- 
ated in matter, and therefore no combination can 
be a part of life. For it created nothing; it could 
create no quality in matter and no effect, that is to 
say, no feeling. 

But life has a feeling, and it is expressed by 
the evolution, change, every single moment. So, 
there must exist quality, and only thus does it 
justify its effect, feeling in everything material. 
The constant change of forms is a proof of my 
statement. Through force from the outside we 
cannot create an internal movement, especially a 
creative movement from pre-supposed dead mat- 
ter. If we could, matter would remain always un- 
changed. 

There must be then, two qualities, attraction 
(love) and repulsion (hatred) in a constant move- 
ment of action and reaction. If we take only one 
quality there will again be no movement of any 
kind. 

This did not happen as a beginning. It is a 
term we use for beginning in order to see the 
fact. For it is a fact and we all know it. If anyone 
does not see this he is at the edge of life and death. 
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That is to say he is on the balance between action 
and reaction, which means the approach of his 
own formes destruction. 

The only thing we cannot see clearly as yet is 
this : How can we feel ourselves self creations by 
using our own qualities, while there exists in us 
no free will? 

I will not take the unicellular for an example. 
I do not need an outsider to corroborate a feeling 
of self. I must use myself as an example, and doing 
this I will ask everyone to do the same. You 
might say that this could not be done for you are 
anreader and I am a writer. We are not on equal 
terms, it is true. So, in order to see that we can 
form a creation in which we will be members 
without free will, I will stop for a moment as a 
writer, and I will be a painter. That you can be 
also for a moment. 

Suppose I make a great, big picture. Please 
follow me, using your own imagination, else it 
will be hard to give you my picture in words so 
that we may both paint the same thing. We 
make a great picture. It has the height and 
breadth of our solar system, and the shape of a 
man. It looks exactly like a human being. We 
take the Sun and place it on that great, big man 
as his eye. We take Jupiter and other stars and 
make one hand. We take Mars and a few other 
stars and make another hand. We place the Earth 
on one side of it. We make with a few stars one 
leg, and with a few more stars another leg. We 
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put the atmosphere as his lungs, and we place that 
great, big man, that is to say we place the whole 
solar system, which now has the shape of a human 
being, on a very large earth. We do that and we 
do not think of anything else for one moment. 
We think only of that great, big man. Don't you 
see him walking on that big earth? Naturally you 
do. That is not anything new. For anyone can 
see such a man ; anyone can make such a picture. 
Now take one million great, big human beings like 
that man and let them all walk on that same great, 
big earth, where the first one is already walking. 
Don't you see them walking? Don't you think that 
everything is going right on with that ** greater 
than ours" system? Yes! But what became of 
ourselves? Are we not in there, in that great, big 
man, helpless? Did we not create something, using 
our own qualities while there was no free will? 
Do we not see that that great, big man walks and 
that we are a part of him? Do we not see our 
earth, small as it is, way in there in one of the 
parts of his body? Yes, we do, and we feel helpless 
to do anything. That thing we feel exists, and no 
matter what we do continues to exist. Even if we 
die we see and feel that that great, big man exists. 
No harm has been done to him through our death. 

Let us take one million solar systems, each one 
with the form of a human being and let us see 
them all walking on that great, big earth, and 
suppose again that the whole thing, those million 
solar systems, are forming a greater, bigger man. 
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walking on a greater, bigger earth. Don't you 
follow this picture again? Yes, you do, for I do. 

Now while this is nothing but imagination, and 
imagination for me is nothing but a feeling, an 
effect of our qualities, you can feel instead of 
imagining as in that big picture. Look back into 
the beginning. Take the atom (the first indi- 
vidual matter) and suppose, if you cannot feel, 
that you are the atom. Create then, on the same 
order, life, human beings, solar systems, etc. It 
is so easy. 

And this is only to prove that life is ever- 
existing, and that if we only want to, we can see 
and feel creation of life through the natural cause 
of the material qualities of attraction and repul- 
sion in matter. This also corresponds with all 
conditions of life. 

We know that. We feel that. Yes, we feel that 
our form changes. We do not know though, our 
former form, for we have used our own qualities 
without free will. 

We can centralize the general feelings of our 
form (our combination of atoms), but not a feeling 
of a part of the combination. We can only see 
that a stronger existence, that is to say another 
combination of combined matter is reacting for its 
own existence, and in the meantime trying to at- 
tract our combination. That combination in real- 
ity is a repulsion and we are fighting against it, 
that is to say we are reacting in favor of the exist- 
ence of our own combination. And we are reacting 
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against it as long as we can. This is life, love^ 
attraction of self for self. Love to keep the form 
of onr combination in existence. As we do not 
like to feel that we may be forced to give in, we 
react for life against every external action. 

So, we change willingly. The same thing goes 
on with all parts of a form, because they are also 
a combination of atoms ; they possess the qualities 
and they also react to keep their own individual 
existence. Therefore, love (attraction) is that 
which keeps together the combination of atoms,, 
and hatred (repulsion) that which tries to sepa- 
rate them. The person who does not care to live 
is not reacting, and his life has reached a point 
where his combination's form is no longer an 
existing attraction. 
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I HEN two persons think, feel, that is 
to say attract exactly alike, they 
establish through this ** democracy 
of feelings'' a friendship so close 
and active that they no longer 
form two individuals. They feel 
as one ; they appear as one, they are blended. A 
very small perception of this establishes that fact. 
They need not know their feelings for they feel 
alike. They do not need to know each other before, 
for they know themselves, and they are equals. 
Even if they do not want or care to see their equal- 
ity, they are subjected by their equality of attrac- 
tion to recognize the fact. They cannot avoid it. 
How long this attractive quality acts and reacts 
equally in them is innnaterial, for time plays no 
part in nature. 

This was also the case of the first individual 
matter before organic life was formed. If you 
want to call this unity of individuals, spiritualism, 
if you want to call the perfection of this mutual 
attraction, mentality, you may do so. Names to 
me mean nothing. I call it love, and love is that 
which keeps the combination of atoms together. 
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But, after all, what is lovet Why do we use 
the word in so many ways? Is it because life has 
which once attracted my life into the very edge 
so many attractions? Then was not love the feeling 
between action and reaction? Was it not love? 

This question seems complex, but when we 
know that love is not in reality what we learn, 
and that even the best of love is not all that there 
is, we have the answer, and I give the answer posi- 
tively because I have passed and felt that state. 
While nature remains an everchanging reality, 
I am glad to be within its rule. 

This, then, will be all that there is and this is 
the real existing love. For love means life, pres- 
ent life, with no past, with no future. Love is 
ever-changing and ever-present. Love, like life, 
is always limited to the present, and if we want to 
give it a broader term, it will not be an existing 
reality. 

You may doubt the fact that life is a reality only 
in the present. If you do, cheer up and livel For 
life is not death. Wake up if you want to see the 
three states, **past,'^ *' past-present,^^ and ** pres- 
ent,'^ and only thus wiU you realize that every 
condition becomes **past'^ and ** past-present^' ex- 
cept life. For life, in order to approach the state 
of past-present must first reach the very edge 
between action and reaction, which is nothing but 
death. And death is not life. 

I did not speak of the future as an existing 
state, because future is not an existence. In real- 
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ity it is not a state. When future becomes a reality 
it is then a ''past-present/^ For this reason 
future is nothing, for it does not exist. It will 
never exist. 

A person, then, who has any hope for the 
future, in reality is not living. He pushes his life 
into a past-present existence in order to establish 
hope for the future. Yes, to live and hope means 
that you are not living. That is why when we love 
and hope for happiness to come, we do not feel 
our present life. 

The downfall of love, then, is naturally coming, 
for although our love is a present mutual attrac- 
tion, we are not content in that love. This does 
not seem to us enough. It is too common even 
though romantic, for we cannot see the order of 
the ever-changing reality. We are thus hoping 
for a very bright, happy, permanent, and ideal 
future. The idealization of this great and happy 
ideal future makes our love a past-present. The 
'idealism of future,'' then, becomes the present. 

This is what we called an ideal perception. It 
was a poetical end. I used to think it was great. 
I never thought then, of the near impossibility of 
the continuance of the equal attraction. I was hop- 
ing to live in the future always with her, and this 
I thought was ideal. Yes, 1 thought it was ideal to 
feel possession of each other's life and liberty. I 
thought it was ideal to establish a factory of hu- 
man beings and to extend our love to them. And, 
as the zenith of all, I thought it was ideal to hold 
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forever in the future my lover, her spiritual 
body in my spiritual arms, and fly with her for 
centuries to come. 

Think of the above thought, please, before you 
pity anyone. I had those ideas. 

What became then of my present love, when 
these ideals established themselves in my **love 
for future life?'^ My answer you will know. Nat- 
urally, as a reality my love was dead. It was not 
existing as present. Now I can remember it all! 
I remember these and a thousand other ideal hopes 
and I can realize that my love established little by 
little the downfall of itself. Naturally, I was not 
living then and I am not sorry I died. 

Thus the hero of yesterday is but a fool of to- 
day, and if we look upon him from our natural 
perception of life, we will see the fool in his full 
glorification. Then we will not wonder why so 
many others are heroes. 

Anyone in love, suffering because of hope, no 
matter how great his love is, no matter what the 
sacrifices are, is not in connection with real life. 
His love is not real love. Love is a mutual attrac- 
tion of attractive qualities. Then, love, being an 
attraction, exists only as long as that attraction 
is in effect. An attraction in effect, means always 
a present existence. It is not something to come. 
When the attraction ceases, the abolition of that 
particular love is certain. But the attraction 
ceases only when a greater, stronger attraction at- 
tracts. The very beginning of a new, larger at- 
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traction establishes then the cessation of the 
smaller attraction. 

In our quest of a strong, perfect attraction we 
want to be creators and self creations. That is 
what it is and I can feel it now. The conscious 
and sub-conscious experience of millions of attrac- 
tions that we may have during our life justifies 
perfectly the eternal change of love. Love is but 
the constant change of our feelings. If two indi- 
vidual lovers could change equally, that is to say, 
could attract with the same order of change, these 
two lovers would remain always as such. 

But, if one of the two attracts less, the other, 
the stronger one, naturally wants more attraction, 
to make the mutual attraction equal. If mutual 
attraction is not attainable though, the less, under 
the circumstances, is the best, and thus, although 
their attraction is not equal, they continue to be 
lovers. Yes, if perfection of equal attraction is 
impossible, the nearest degree is the best. 

Looking backwards, we know that we have 
been for one moment in a perfect or nearly perfect 
state of equal attraction. If it did not last, we 
now know the reasons. 

Only fools cannot see the difference between 
real love, and hoping love, only fools cannot see 
that one minute of real love is longer than a whole 
life of hoping love. For real love is life, and hop- 
ing love is death. 
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KNOW thoroughly a condition of 
life we must know its cause. Know- 
ing the cause we should see if that 
cause is justifiable in its existence. 
And it is justifiable only if it cor- 
roborates with life in general 
(nature). If it does, the condition, being an 
effect of a natural cause, should and would exist. 
If it does not, nothing would make its existence 
justifiable, no matter how useful to society the 
condition might be. 

Therefore, in order to express a condition we 
shall have two terms, the natural condition and 
the social condition. The first has nature as its 
cause and the second the regulation of society. 
** General life," we call the first, and ** conditional 
life," the second. 

General life is the reaction of each individual 
atom or form against all external conditions, in 
order to perpetuate its existence as an individual. 
Conditional life is the regulation of human life as 
a body, in order to keep the individuals in har- 
mony. 

In general life the only cause for a condition is 
the individualistic reaction for life of each individ- 
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nal form, and this reaction is nothing else but the 
attraction of the atoms which constitute the indi- 
vidual forms. T/his attraction creates the feeling 
of individuality. But as these atoms have formed 
through attraction a combination^ it is just as 
natural that the desire for a new creation should 
not cease to exist. And its existence is justifiable 
by their own attraction. In other words, ithe 
atoms, having once been attracted, and forming 
a combination, react for the existence of them- 
selves as a combination. In order to react they 
must both attract and repulse everything which is 
within their reach, everything which may cause 
their individual destruction. Attracting, they feel 
that they might better react if they could have the 
attracted equal qualities as a part of their form. 
Thus they may better react for life. 

Minor then, and just after the reaction for life, 
is the desire to attract to us any other being who 
possesses attractive qualities. Yet, consciously 
or Bub-consciously the desire is there, and the real 
object of attraction is a stronger creation of a new 
combined self. This is the general rule of attrac- 
tion in general life. 

If two individual atoms or- forms attract ex- 
actly alike, they form, as we said before, one in- 
dividual. This creation then, was effected by 
equality in degrees of qualities. The real cause, 
however, was the attraction of the stronger to at- 
tract, and the weaker to be attracted. If the 
weaker on the other hand under the force of the 
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stronger attraction, cannot hold its individuality, 
then it gives up self reaction and is destroyed. 
Thus we can see the cause of maturing and its 
effects, weakness, destruction of each individual 
form. If the reaction of an individual form was 
equal to the external action, that is to say, if there 
was an equality in attraction, there would have 
been no maturing, perpetuation of life in one 
form would have been possible. The weaker 
attraction of a form then, approaches maturity, 
and its effects, destruction, death, are hastened. 
No wonder that some individual forms exist as 
forms longer than others, for their reaction dif- 
fers in degrees from others. 

In case one individual form or atom attracts 
another, and there is no attraction in response, in- 
difference follows, for there can be no attraction 
where there is no recognition of attractive quali- 
ties. 

If an atom or form is midway between two at- 
tractions, and there is no recognition of equality, 
the attracted one, feeling its destruction, reacts 
for life. This reaction is, in reality, repulsion to 
the t^o attractions. But, if one of the attractions 
is recognized by the attracted one as an attraction, 
the attracted one also attracts or tries to attract. 
It tries to apply equal qualities of attraction. In 
this case, the second one, which is not considered 
as an attraction, if it keep on attracting is con- 
sidered by the others as a repulsion, and no matter 
if it is a stronger attaction, it is a repulsion. 
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Moreover, that attraction is considered a repulsion 
to the atom or form to which the attraction is ap- 
plied, for it is in the way and interferes with its 
mutual attraction. This is, in brief, the order 
of conditions in general life. I need not explain 
here the order of sun, moon, earth, etc., because 
they are existing exactly on the same order with 
all other forms and their existence is also based on 
attraction and repulsion. 

Love, then, is not caused by external condi- 
tions in general life, for the real cause is first re- 
action for life and then attraction. Love is the 
cause of life. Love is the expression of the exis- 
tent qualities of attraction in matter. Love is 
attraction. Attraction is life. Life is love. What- 
ever word we may use, it has exactly the same 
meaning. 

In conditional life, does life exist on the same 
natural order? If it does, why then any rule of 
any kindt If ownership caused certain effects, 
these effects are justifiable, equally, without ex- 
ception. While our progress has as a third step, 
ownership, every condition caused by it must 
be natural, accepted and not condemned. In 
this case, no matter what the result may be, a 
fixed rule regulating the condition would be 
against the natural result of our progress. If we 
insist on making rules, in case the result does not 
satisfy us, are we making conditional life natural? 

I believe and feel that already a new intuition 
is in us, and ownership, judging from the condi- 
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tions which it brought about in conditional life, 
will be abolished. 

Yet, if anyone thinks that he can live in con- 
ditional life, under rules, conditions, regulations 
and restrictions, which are not effects of natural 
causes, and call his life ** natural life,'' he may 
believe so. I am not outlining my life in order to 
satisfy fools. I do not expect a simultaneous prog- 
ress, hence no objections! I am only wondering 
how any person can live under a condition which 
he hates or dislikes. Unless that person is already 
dead I cannot understand his life. 

Now I will write no more, for I know and feel 
my whole life. Now I will start what I call the 
''Book of My Life.'' I shall keep, however, the 
identity of persons and places, for this will not 
interest anyone. 
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AWAKENING 
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THE DOWNFALL OF LOVE 



|IFE foredoomed for death. Love 
predestined for eternity. This is 
a past state of my lif e^ for the nat- 
ural reaction for life against ex- 
ternal conditions was very weak. 
It was but a temporary remedy. It 
was not an existence of real life, for the only place 
where I could realize eternal felicity was not the 
place in which I was living. I was dreaming of a 
flourishing garden, not existing on this globe. The 
earth was too small for me. Human beings were 
too envious and too cynical. 

I was in love, hoping love. I was not happy. 
I did not have the courage to live. Why live? 
Could I be happy? No I Death, then, under the 
circumstances I thought would have been ideal, 
especially when death comes while we are at the 
zenith of a glorious feeling. Yes I Why live when 
one sees no reason? This question will remain 
always a fact, for I could not see any reason for 
life. 

I did not know then what life means, and, meet- 
ing a great disappointment, instead of reacting 
for life I was fighting against an accidental dr- 
eumstance. 
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life was thus a failure. While there was noth- 
ing worth living for, I realized that there was a 
miserable and unhappy life to come. **So this 
is the end of suflfering,^^ I said. If right or wrong, 
I cared not. A bullet in my chest was the answer 
to my sufferings, and that is all I cared about it. 

What became of me though? Here I am, in a 
beautiful garden of flourishing life, telling you the 
story. What became of my lovet Here I am, 
henceforth free, free and ready to forget every 
woman who no longer attracts me, free and ready 
to love every woman who to me possess attractive 
qualities. The first idea of love is gone, is gone 
forever. This I call the downfall of love. This 
I call the uprising of a true love. If then I could 
not define love, I can now. This is the reason why 
I could sincerely love again and again and never 
reach a state of disappointment, a state of un- 
happiness. For now my life is not foredoomed 
for death. 
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|HIS ''Book of My Life'' and the 
great, big, egoistic **I'' of mine 
will influence everyone. Else I 
would have been a failure. What 
the effect of its influence will be, it 
matters not. For, whether you 
agree or not makes no difference to me, as your 
feelings against or for facts are not mine. I know 
that both the qualities attraction and repulsion 
exist, and my egoistic **I" should be a cause of 
your effect. Everyone, therefore, must be watch- 
ful in order to keep his own **I'' and thus feel the 
truth as his own. If he agrees, this will un- 
doubtedly be his book. It will be the true book of 
his life. For life is to no one different. Life is 
the same to everyone and everyone should feel or 
should have felt life as I did, even if only for one 
moment. 

As I said before, only in degrees of qualities 
we differ, but not in qualities, and that is why 
there is a larger difference in form appearances 
than in fundamental feelings. 

I, having once a false conception of life, and 
reaching once the very edge of life and death, can 
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now see that I have been a fool. Some day yon 
may see in yonrself another fool. And then no 
disagreement. In the same degree thus, we will 
be able to see the fool, the every day fool, who 
has not as yet seen his great, big, egoistic **I.^' 
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THE INDIVIDUAL 



I ANY people who do not know that 
I am telling the real story of my 
life, may think that I am writing 
a story merely for the sake of writ- 
ing. The seemingly abstract way 
of stating the facts of my life may 
make their belief in that point strong. If this is 
so, I care not, for I am writing neither in order to 
convince or please anyone. Who cares? 

If anyone does not understand how any person 
could carry in his bosom the result of his ideal 
love, a bullet, for three years, and forget that ideal 
love, if any person cannot see why an ideal love 
changes, if any person cannot see why we love 
everyone who attracts us, if any person cannot 
see these facts, shall I care? Would that person 
ever understand life t Positively not I 

If anyone does not feel the natural change of 
feelings, he, a fool as I was, is foredooming his 
life for death. And if he does not force the end 
of his life with a bullet or any other convenient 
external force as I did, he then, naturally is dead^ 
and being dead naturally does not need to see the 
end of suffering, the beginning of real life. He is 
between action and reaction. 
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I do not advise anyone to commit snidde. That 
would be immaterial; for if anyone can be sincere 
to himself for only one minute it will be enough. 
He will then not need an external force* 

If anyone does not understand my life I am not 
sorry. Naturally I do not expect simultaneous 
progress of the human race. 

Therefore I cannot feel the establishment of 
a "general democracy of feelings/' For it is im- 
possible to feel alike when all forms differ in de- 
grees of qualities. Such a possibility would mean 
the destruction of individual life, death to the in- 
dividual form. 

This ** democracy of feelings'' we may see in 
inorganic forms, in stones for instance, which we 
believe have, to a certain extent, lost their individ- 
uality. Whether this supposed state of a "dem- 
ocracy of feelings" is strong or not, is inmiaterial. 
Whether we have passed it or not, our individual- 
istic life, a form of stalte as it is, does not feel in 
favor of or against that external state. All we 
know is that life is an everlasting change. We, 
the individuals, feel this fact. We feel it every 
minute, so, in reality, we know that even stones 
could not establish a "democracy of feelings." 
Only for comparison or as a term may we use it, 
because we cannot see the individual life of the 
inorganic forms. 

The individual, then, even as a combination, is 
nothing but an individual. 
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MAIL ORDER LOVE 



I VERY feeling in life is caused by 
the direct action of attraction and 
repulsion. A feeling exists only as 
long as the attracted or repelled 
atom or form remains within the 
radius which attraction or repul- 
sion covers. That is why, as a rule, the attraction 
ceases to exist between persons who are far away 
from each other. That is a general rule. 

When two lovers are really attracted to each 
other, under no circimistances will they part, for 
if they do part, that condition would be stronger 
than their attraction. 

Our life, an individual form as it is, has only 
two purposes in its existence. The first pur- 
pose is to repulse external actions, which, acting 
against its existence, are constantly attracting our 
individuality into their own existence. This repul- 
sion against all external, natural conditions, is ex- 
pressed by our reaction for life, and this reaction 
for life is nothing else but the attraction of the 
atoms which constitute our own individual form. 
The second purpose of life is to attract into our 
own existence every individual atom or form 
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which possesses attractive qualities. We feel con- 
sciously or subconsdoTisly that our existence is 
possible if we only successfully react against ex- 
ternal actions, and we attract every attractive 
atom or form, in order to better react for life. 

Starting from the very beginning we see that 
through the existent qualities the atoms were re- 
pulsed and attracted all over the chaos. The first 
feeling, naturally, was repulsion, for every atom 
desired to keep its own individuality. The reac- 
tion then, was for self existence, as an individual. 
But when the reaction of two atoms accidentally 
happened to be equal, naturally the response was 
attraction, and, as naturally, the first combination 
was formed in general life. This is creation. The 
combination reacted better now against external 
actions, and the equal attraction of those two 
atoms gave to the new form the feeling of the 
combined individuality. Attracting each other, 
their expression was repulsion for all atoms 
which were trying by repulsion or attraction to 
force their combined individuality into destruc- 
tion, death. 

These two atoms, simultaneously attracting 
each other, had the desire for a stronger self, and 
when accidentally equality of attraction was found 
in another form, a new, blended life was formed, 
a stronger individual was created. 

Whether we call this evolution or biological 
law, is immaterial. I call it attraction and that is 
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the reason I say love is that which keeps the com- 
bination of atoms together. 

In viewing onr own life, we see clearly that 
consciously or subconsciously we keep on reacting 
for life on the same order. We react against ex- 
ternal actions, and we also attract whatever we 
feel for a moment to be an equal attraction. If 
in our attraction equality is not possible, then we 
attract that person who possesses in degrees min- 
or attractive qualities than we ourselves. When 
we possess much stronger qualities of attraction 
than the attracted person, our attraction causes 
the loss of the individuality of that person. That 
of ten^ means the destruction of its life. That is 
why in the case of unequal attraction between 
lovers, only the weaker suffers. While then, this 
rule of attraction is a direct action, why do we use 
an outside force? While love is justifiable and ex- 
ists only as long as the attraction is the direct ac- 
tion, why is mail order love a contributor or even 
an assistant? Is it not because of conditions we 
have forced our feelings into a past-present exis« 
tence? Is it not because we do not consider the 
real cause of attraction, and we regulate life and 
its feelings according to the conditions we have 
adopted? Yes, that is the only answer. 

We feel attraction, we feel that the attracted 
one possesses the nearest quantity of attraction, 
but the condition compels us to separate, and we 
are obliged to force the continuance of the attrac- 
tion by external force. We do this because our 
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love is a hoping love. And, knowing well the con- 
ditions of our separation, we are blind to the fact 
that real love is inseparable. Two lovers may at- 
tract again and again should they happen to meet^ 
but that does not mean that if they were away 
they would not fall in love with someone else, in 
case the attraction of that someone else should 
happen to be stronger. Only in past-present 
life, then, is hoping love justifiable. 

Yet, while I felt the freedom of life, I had to 
yield to the condition in order to attract and be 
attracted. What I did was not a true expression 
of self, but what could I do when I know that I be- 
longed to conditional life, in which rules and regu- 
lations are the adopted nature and in which habit 
was the established, wonderful institution? I 
knew that love could not be the effect of a condi- 
tion, for it would have been abolished if that con- 
dition had changed. Yet habit, which plays no 
part in general life, is considered a cause in con- 
ditional life, and I had to establish the habit in 
order to keep in existence the feeling of the person 
T was hoping to keep on attracting. 

Here I want to be clearly understood. I be- 
lieve that love exists as long as the person we are 
in love with is near us. I believe that it exists 
as long as the attracted person is within the radius 
of our eyes, and that if we broaden the radius it 
changes real love to hoping love, which meaps no 
love, no life. Yet if there is an equal attraction, 
the radius of our eyes is not limited to their capa- 
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city of sight, for we can see and feel the attraction 
of our lover clearly, even if we are away from him. 
1 believe that in real, equal attraction sight plays 
a very small part. Hence there could be an ex- 
ception. Yet, even so, that love is a hoping love, 
and thus I must state that we remain in love as 
long as we are near our lover, and that as soon 
as we go away our attraction ceases. Yes, our 
love ceases to exist, it ends right there, and if we 
meet another stronger attraction we fall in love 
with that new person. Viewing our life, we see 
that for just one moment we have felt attraction, 
hundreds, thousands of times. If condition 
forced us to discontinue that attraction, it is im- 
material, for we have felt the attraction just the 
same, no matter how much in love we were. 

We know that although we do not want to 
have another lover, subconsciously we look again 
and again straight into the eyes of every good- 
looking person. When I use the word good-look- 
ing, I mean good-looking according to the attrac- 
tive qualities we possess. 

I was in love. But this did not prevent me 
from feeling a new and stronger attraction for a 
girl, a stranger, whom I met at the station. She 
was coming to spend her vacation with her girl 
friend and we went to the station to meet her. 
I looked at her and felt attraction. We were im- 
mediately lovers. We both knew it. We, members 
of general life as we are, feel always the attrac- 
tion, no matter what the condition is. Subcon- 
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sciously we follow the order of disorder of nature. 
Sometimes, though, we consciously accept the con- 
dition as best. We refuse to follow our real feel- 
ings. We refuse to express a feeling. I might 
have done the same if I had been a person living 
in conditions, but from the time I felt the freedom 
of life, I could no longer live a conscious, past* 
present life, and I was glad that there was a mu- 
tual attraction between myself and the newcomer. 

When, as I said before, I have tried to put an 
end to my life, I was dreaming of a life to come. 
But now I was feeling the existence of real life, 
the wonderful life of self, and I wanted to be loved 
by this girl by whom I was attracted. 

We never feel equal attraction at the same time 
for two persons, for, as a rule, our new attrac- 
tion is always the strongest, else it would not have 
been recognized as an attraction. 

If the first one, however, reacts afterwards, 
equally with us, and we recognize him as the 
strongest attraction, that would be another ques- 
tion, for I consider that a new attraction. When 
the first moment of a new attraction passes, we 
may discover that it is not stronger than the old. 
We feel guilty then, on account of conditions. 
Guilty because we have promised to love the first 
one forever. In my case this did not happen, for 
the following moment proved that the newcomer 
was the stronger attraction. 

To be sincere, at this moment I was poised be- 
tween two questions ; either to love the newcomer 
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or to force my nature into a past-present existencfj 
and suffer on account of social conditions. It was 
not the first time I had felt attraction for another 
woman, to be sure, but on previous occasions the 
attraction was but a momentary affair. It was 
not momentary in this case, however, for the new- 
comer had come to stay. 

Many times we wish that we may never meet 
a person by whom we will be attracted. In condi- 
tional life this is justifiable, for we do not want to 
cause suffering to our lover with whom we are 
living. We have established to ourselves a condi- 
tion, and we feel certain responsibility for it. But 
in doing this are we not causing suffering to our- 
selves? Suppose we meet a stronger attraction. 
How can we justify self-suffering if there was no 
condition to consider? Is there any rule for suf- 
fering on account of attraction? Certainly not, 
for attraction means life. Then, why that condi- 
tion? Why consider or respect any condition 
which does not corroborate or harmonize with 
real life? This is all true. I know it. But to 
have consciously these feelings, to feel that every- 
one has the same feelings, and to know that they 
do not want to express their true feelings on ac- 
count of an accepted condition, is what makes us 
feel that we have to be false in order to not feel 
an isolation of self from society to an extent of 
misanthropy. We must either force ourselves 
to accept the habit or to live alone. If we could 
apply repulsion for absolutely every individual. 
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solitude would be justifiable. But our life, being 
an existence of love, and its expression being re- 
repulsion or attraction of every other form, could 
not justify its existence unless it attracted. We 
cannot then refuse attraction when we feel its ex- 
istence. The habit in reality, plays no part, and if 
the attraction which attracts us is very strong, 
stronger than ours, our effort at reaction for life 
is vain, and willingly or unwillingly we give in, we 
are crushed. 

Fortunately the attraction between myself and 
the newcomer happened to be nearly equal. There 
was no suffering. We both felt the pleasure of 
the attraction. Yet, although I was glad, I felt the 
pressure of the condition, for there was the other 
girl. Naturally though, the condition could not 
be stronger than my attraction. Besides, I knew 
that the eternal change of feelings was the only 
natural condition and it would remain the only 
condition of life as long as there is a constant 
change in our individual existence. As long as we 
breathe we differ a little every second minute. Un- 
less our lover changes equally with us, the time 
will come when the equals of yesterday will be 
the strangers of today. Conditional habits might 
force them to stay together a longer time, but by 
nature they would be strangers. 

Yes, I know it all. I do not have to think how 
I am going to tell my feelings. I am not a scien- 
tist, a philosopher, or a man of great knowledge or 
education. But I do believe that we do not have 
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to have any title in order to feel, understand and 
express life. This book, then, is good for every- 
one, for consciously or subconsciously, everyone 
feels the same. The years of study that a scien- 
tist spends in order to learn the actual phenomena 
of life will not add a single line to my book. He 
may corroborate what I feel, that is to say, he 
will learn what we know and nothing else. I am 
not heralding the downfall of science. Let them 
keep on. Who cares? Ignorance always precedes 
knowledge, and there are persons who need know- 
ledge, to be sure. 

If lack of sincerity was not the established 
habit, I am sure that life could no longer remain 
conditional. Condition is a fetter. Where there 
is no natural expression of life, real attraction 
cannot exist. 

If an established condition exists in society, 
this condition, as long as it remains as a ruler, is 
a cause, and will always create certain effects. 
These effects will never be abolished unless the 
cause is abolished. Suppose two persons live to- 
gether. If their union is caused by a condition, 
social or economic, certainly they will live to- 
gether as long as that condition exists. They 
will have to. But suppose that their union is 
not a social condition. Suppose the cause of their 
living together is love. Their union then is the 
effect of their mutual attraction. Is there any 
rule which can keep them together when that 
cause is abolished? Can these lovers live together 
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even one minute after their love is gone? In case 
a new attraction appears for only one of them, is 
there any possibility of a continuance of the first 
mutual attraction? Certainly not. 

I do not seek to prove here that I was right or 
wrong to fall in love with the newcomer and cast 
aside the one I was loving, for no apology is neces- 
sary when what happened was merely natural and 
thus justifiable. Everyone expresses his own feel- 
ings and undoubtedly knows whether he is sincere 
or not. That I was attracted by the newcomer was 
nothing that I could help. 

Nearly every lover demands an everlasting love. 
They do not enjoy the wonders of the present for 
they desire to know the unknown future. Thus, 
they never live. No matter what the order of at- 
traction is they want to rule it, and although they 
feel the real order of the ever-changing disorder, 
they want to be fooled. They want a promise. To 
be sure a promise is always sincere when it is 
given, for there exists then an equal attraction, but 
who knows that life's expression will change 
equally between two lovers? True lovers want no 
promises. They feel equality of attraction and 
that is all they care about. Yet it is a question 
whether we can avoid things which are established 
habits. Subconsciously, thus, we are under the 
rules of habit. 

As I stated in another chapter, hoping love for 
me, had gone forever, and true love was the es- 
tablished reality. I felt the freedom of life and no 
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condition was a fetter. The difference between 
love and hoping love is great. The end of hoping 
love is caused by conditions, and its effect is suf- 
fering. The end of real love is caused by a new, 
stronger attraction, and its effect is always plea- 
sure. 

I was glad that there was a mutual attraction 
between myself and the newcomer. If the new- 
comer had gone away, so that I would never have 
seen her again, I might have recognized another 
attraction right away or perhaps afterwards. My 
first lover might have been the strongest attrac- 
tion. But while there was the habit, mail order 
love played its best part. 

While lovers separate on account of a condi- 
tion, they desire to keep if possible the attraction 
in existence. So they send a feeling enclosed in 
an envelope, and they receive in return another 
feeling also enclosed in an envelope. This I call 
mail order love. 

To be sure, mail order love is always a hoping 
love. We, the weaker, are not sure that the other 
lover feels that we still love him, and in order to 
keep him to ourselves, in order to prevent his be- 
ing attracted by another person, we send him a 
letter, telling him that we always dream of him. 

In every attraction there exists one period of 
equality. There is a time when attraction is almost 
equal. No external condition can effect this mom- 
ent of equality, for if it does it means that there 
was no real attraction. How long this period of 
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equal attraction lasts is immaterial. The attrac- 
tion is equal and that is all we want to know. 
Nothing can separate two lovers and if they will 
react for life exactly alike forever they will cer- 
tainly feel always equality of attraction. But 
when they feel that their equality of attraction no 
longer exists, can they remain lovers? Can they 
justify their union? Can they justify their 
love? Can they base an attraction upon a condi- 
tion and call it love? Certainly not, for love could 
not be regulated. The above was certainly the 
case with me, but I could not explain it then. I 
did what everyone subconsciously feels. I changed 
my love and now I see that everyone feels so. And 
because they are subjects under the dominion of 
habit, they let go their feelings. Still a fact is a 
fact. Look back and see if you have been attracted 
by different persons. The condition might not 
permit you to express your feelings thoroughly, 
you might not dare to tell the truth, but the fact 
remains that you were once in love and that now 
you have a new attraction. So, while I was in love 
with a very attractive girl, I felt a stronger at- 
traction for the newcomer. My former lover was 
no longer strong enough to attract me. If in 
reality she was stronger than the newcomer, I 
did not feel it. There is no measure for feelings 
and therefore no one can judge. If she felt my 
departure I could not help it. Neither did I care. 
Nobody cares when a stronger attraction appear^. 
She knew me thoroughly. She understood and 
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felt life and she was neither a fetter nor an ob- 
stacle to my new attraction. Hatred, thus, was 
not the result of our separation. She forgot me. 

Here I must state that I have never been under 
any conditional tie or fetter in my life. Since 
the disappearance of my ideal love I have never 
believed in partnership love. That was never the 
established condition for me. 

As I have repeatedly stated I was in love with 
the newcomer. The incident is short. Its begin- 
ning is romantic and the end is not sad. I am 
afraid though, that I encouraged my feelings to 
an extent which caused me dreams of partnership 
love. This encouragement was not as strong as 
in my ideal love, but it was a hoping love just 
the same. I know that. 

One day, a kiss, sweet and full of attraction, 
put an end to my dreams. She had to go away 
and leave me. Thus I felt that the condition was 
stronger than our love, but, unfortunately, prom- 
ises of eternal love ruled our feelings. The sep- 
aration was not a cause to foredoom my life for 
death, for I had passed that state ; this sweet and 
warm kiss was the seal of love, but also a subcon- 
scious recognition of unequal attraction, for it 
was a farewell kiss, and everything would have 
been ^^past" if habit was not the established con- 
dition. From every place she went she sent me 
messages, certifying that the seal of love was still 
existent. She said that she loved me and would 
love me forever. Puzzled for a moment, I yielded 
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to the habit and enclosed in an envelope more feel- 
ings than I had received. I enclosed again and 
again millions of feelings in hundreds of envel- 
opes. We established, thus, the institution of 
traveling feelings and the habit became a condi- 
tional nature. Mail order love was established. 
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|HEN we have plenty of time to 
write a love letter and we can reg- 
ulate our feelings according to the 
love letter we received, we are cer-^ 
tainly real artists, no matter what 
we write. We express ourselves- 
perfectly and we know it. 

If we feel in the meantime a new attraction, we 
try to avoid it, in order to keep attracting the per- 
son who is already attracted and who by his daily 
messages proves to care for us and for our mu- 
tual, future happiness. So I kept on writing and 
receiving feelings in words. Our relation to be 
sure, was not to be platonic, for we were after a 
condition. Our nature does not recognize platonic 
friendship. That is not a possible existence be- 
tween the sexes. So, unwillingly, we created in our 
correspondence the desire for partnership love. 
We wanted the real thing, nature in action. So we 
suggested a visit, a meeting, a union, a perfection 
in real expression of feelings. That was a mu- 
tual desire. What we call this union, the name 
could not regulate. To me it was strong desire to 
see her. I wanted to find out many things, and in 
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reality our correspondence was artistic but not 
natural. That was not a natural direct action. 

A paragraph in one of her letters gave me the 
first puzzle. ^^ Please/' she said, **do not ask me 
to give up my religion.*' I read the paragraph 
again and again, but the more I read it the more 
puzzled I was. Why this request? Was I the 
fool? Did I have to compromise with conditions? 
When we attracted each other we did not know 
and we did not care to know our beliefs : our at- 
traction was mutual. Why now this suggestion? 
^^ Freedom is freedom,'' I said to myself, and this 
feeling, after one minute, was enclosed in an en- 
velope. This was my brief answer: ^*No, I will 
not hurt your feelings. Whatever you believe is 
right I ought to feel the same about. I want you 
to keep your religion, but remember the following 
true rule of nature : There is no natural law which 
can continue the attraction of two individuals un- 
less they are equals. In order to be equals they 
must react equally. In order to react equally they 
must possess the same degrees in qualities. In 
order to possess the same degrees in qualities, 
they must have the same conception. My concep- 
tion of love and life is limited to the present. My 
religion is love. Outside of this I am an unbeliever, 
and a very firm one." My letter was on its way 
and I was awaiting an answer, but I doubt if there 
existed an equality between us. If she could have 
a desire to change or give up her religion, that 
was not a proof that we were equals. To desire 
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to live does not mean that we are living, for if 
we are we do not have to have a desire. We can 
only have a desire to die, 

I was disturbed, for I conld plainly see that 
mail-order love could not be a natural mirror of 
attraction. There is a great difference between 
a feeling enclosed in an envelope and a feeling de- 
livered in person. Yet, her answer was a great 
satisfaction. She wrote that she did not care for 
an external condition, and that if she was forced 
to write about something on account of condi- 
tional life, in reality she cared only for me, and 
she wanted me to come and see her the week after 
next, when everyone would be away from home. 
They would be away, she said, for one week and 
she wanted to be alone with me and tell me all 
about it. Oh, she loved me so much, she said, and 
she so wanted to see me I 

Was I wrong, then, to misjudge a person on 
account of a single paragraph? Many things in 
conditional life are sometimes causes of certain 
feelings, but a feeling of attraction is always the 
strongest. She wanted to see me and be alone with 
me. Is not that equality of attraction? Did I not 
have exactly the same desire? 

When I went to her, she met me at the station 
with her car and we took a drive together. We 
were out of the town enjoying nature. Everything 
was splendid. We were holding each others 
hands and we felt the electricity of attraction all 
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over our bodies. The pleasure was mutual. We 
were in a beautiful state of dreams and hopes. 

Suddenly she stopped the car, and looking 
straight into my eyes she asked eagerly, ^'Suppose 
some day I should meet another man who attracts 
me, and suppose I should go with him and leave 
you. Suppose, then, I come back afterwards to 
you. What would you do f I looked at her and 
smiled. Calmly then, and looking always straight 
into her eyes, I asked if she really wanted an an- 
swer. She nodded. Then I said, * * When I realize a 
stronger attraction for another woman I will leave 
you forever, and I will not care what you do.'' 
**This is not an answer,*' she exclaimed. **It 
proves, though," I said, **that I consider that 
every individual is free. If you are attracted to 
another person, I may suffer for a time, for I will 
hate to lose you, but if you come back and are still 
the strongest attraction for me, I will be very glad 
to have you come back and very glad to know that 
I was a stronger person than he.'' She did not 
answer to this for she may have understood, and, 
holding tighter my hand, she said, **0h, I love 
you so much that I want you to be jealous." After 
this we drove to her home. 

Now, alone and in each others arms, we were 
dreaming for hours and hours of everlasting hap- 
piness. We did not speak a single word. Why 
language? Could we not feel? Were we not in a 
state of perfect understanding? Every hour 
passed by as a minute, and although it became 
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dark we did not need a light. The darkness was 
not an obstacle, for onr feelings were perfect. That 
was a state of perfection. It was nearly a crea- 
tion of a new individual, consisting of two at- 
tracted, equal forms. 

Dizzy, tired, glad, happy, yet with a strong 
desire of love, of more love, she arose. ** Good- 
night, lover," she said, with her hand still strong- 
ly holding mine. She moved, but still her hand was 
holding mine, strongly though very nervously. 
She moved on and I followed. She went upstairs 
and I had to follow. I could not do otherwise, not 
only because she kept holding my hand, for I was 
unconsciously doing the very thing myself, but be- 
cause I wanted to. We entered her room. Every- 
thing was silent. Not a single word. We did not 
need to* speak. There, in the middle of her room, 
holding each other tightly in our arms, we stood 
for thousands of nunutes. It was so warm we could 
not stand it. Yet it is a question whether in real- 
ity the room itself was warm. One by one we cast 
aside our garments. Again it was very warm. 
Now we could hear the rythm of our heart-beats. 
Flesh to flesh, tied in one form, one individual, a 
stronger* new creation, a perfection of equality. 
**Don%" she exclaimed, **don% for we do not 
belong to each other yet,'' and she fainted. 

It was enough. Every dream had gone. Every 
feeling of my individual self felt the wide distance 
which separated me from her. I was dreaming and 
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she had awakened me. As an individual I was 
dead, ready to become a part of a new individual 
creation, in which she would have been the other 
half. Her acknowledgement of a condition brought 
me back to individual life. I was reborn. 

When she opened her eyes, I was sitting on 
the edge of her bed. She looked painfully into my 
eyes, and with a faint whisper, slowly asked, 
**Did youf When I shook my head in the nega- 
tive she threw her arms around me and kissed and 
kissed me effusively. She was happy, for now she 
knew that she was safe. I could not respond to 
her love, although I tried to. I wanted fresh air. 
I begged her to go to sleep. I promised to come 
back. I promised to be good to her. I promised 
love. I had to give all these promises for I wanted 
to breathe fresh air. I wanted to be alone, and 
I could have given any promise at that time. 

At last I was alone, thinking and thinking of 
what had happened. I was glad that I was very 
strong, for then I saw the real difference between 
us. We had been in a highest feeling of love and 
she considered a condition which does not exist in 
real life. To her the condition was thus stronger 
than nature. No wonder she wrote me the para- 
graph which I mentioned before. I knew then that 
we were not equals and I felt that there was in 
reality no attraction. I tried for a moment to 
justify her act, but I could not. I did not feel 
that it was justifiable. I hated my position and I 
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wanted to go away. But how conld I? She was 
there and I had promised to return. Unwillingly 
I went back, but then I knew that the real, the 
natural attraction had gone. 

Now it was already dawn. She begged me to 
sleep. She appealed to me. She told me it was the 
only thing a girl has to give to a man after they 
are married, and from her point of view she may 
have been right, but I felt then that our love was 
wrong. It was not true love. It was conditional 
love. Think of it! We ought to get permission 
from a third person in order to justify our love as 
natural. That was exactly what she meant, and 
her happiness when she realized her safety proved 
that. Condition was her love. 

I was ^ad, then, to know the difference be- 
tween real love and conditional love. Eeal love is 
the free expression of real feelings, and condi- 
tional love has nothing in common with feelings 
as long as it is based on conditions. 

She begged me to stay. She asked me to write* 
She kissed me good-bye, and that was aU. I wrote 
only one short note, and that ended my attraction. 

Ever since I have wondered how many persons 
have conceived the new intuition of individual 
freedom, how many persons have felt the neces- 
sity of abolishing every symbol of present life 
society. 
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TV^HO am: I? 



^FTEEallwhoamlf Am I a phil- 
_ osopher or a revolutionist? Do I 
fe really live, and is the true, simple, 
^^ positive expression of my feelings 
an effective example of self con- 
sciousness, or have I really been 
dead ever since I put an end to my sufferings, and 
am I now dirging my individuality? 

The above questions will undoubtedly come to 
everyone who has been reading the ^'Book of My 
Life." To be sure, before he gets through with it 
he will know exactly where I stand, for I do be- 
lieve in giving liberal expression to my feelings, 
and thus I have no fear of misunderstanding. 

Many times I have started my book, and each 
time the manuscript was attracted by a burning 
match, for I do not believe in writing, especially 
for the edification of others. While we can teach 
nobody, why write? Yet this time I am sure that 
I will finish the book, and although I know that 
it will be no better than my former attempts, it 
gives me pleasure to feel that I am writing an ori- 
ginal book which will influence everyone. In this 
way I do believe in writing, for repulsion and at- 
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traction will play the natural parts, and teaching 
and learning will be abolished. 

In conditional life, we dream always of a great, 
big, egoistical self. To be snre, in reality we are 
better than anyone else, and consciously or sub- 
consciously we do feel this fact. If we were not 
better we would have recognized a stronger at- 
traction in another form. We would have been 
attracted to it so strongly that we would have lost 
our own combination's attraction, and our indi- 
viduality would have been crushed. Our reaction 
for life would have been a minor attraction, and 
death is the term for this state of existence. I 
say state of existence because I believe only in 
change of forms. I believe in death only of the 
individual as a form, and I do not believe in actual 
death. As there exists no soul, nor spirit, nor 
mentality, nor any abstract term, as there exist 
in matter the qualities which produce life, and as 
life is nothing but a constant change of forms, we 
are forced to feel that when we die, in reality 
there is nothing lost except the individual form 
which was reacting for self existence, which gave 
up its reaction on account of stronger natural at- 
tractions. We exist only as individual forms, and 
this is all we have to care about it. Any other 
feeling except the above, means a beginning of 
our own attraction's weaknesses. That is why in 
conditional life we must be watchful not to lose 
our individuality, for, although our lover will in 
the beginning gladly attract a weaker combina- 
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tion, he will soon realize that the attraction is not 
eqnal and that our love will not under any cir- 
cnmstances be mntnal. 

In reality we do not differ in qualities with 
stones, flowers, metals, stars or any other form, 
for everything exists on the same order and is 
made of the same matter. Only as a combination 
do we differ, only the order of the atoms which 
constitute the forms are arranged differently by 
the everlasting rule of attraction and repulsion. 
The attraction of the atoms which constitute a 
certain form, created in it certain needs of cer- 
tain reactions for its existence, and in order to 
keep its existence it attracts every moment certain 
atoms or forms, and thus different forms with dif- 
ferent laws of reactions are constantly formed. 
This rule will keep on on the same order forever. 
We may call this evolution or biological law, or 
by any other name. In reality the name will not 
change the effect. Through attraction, different 
feelings are constantly created in every form, and 
that is why I call life an ever-changing reality. 
So, when we die, nothing is lost, except our in- 
dividuality. We are unable to react successfully 
against external actions. The parts of our form 
can no longer attract each other, for the external 
action is very strong, and, giving up their weak 
attraction for their forms, they naturally do be- 
come parts of stronger attractions, and this we 
call death. 
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This rule applies also to every condition of 
life, for when we love very deeply and onr lover is 
a stronger attraction, we, little by little, give in. 
While we loved before our individuality, we are 
now attracted to a stronger individual, and con- 
stantly our reaction for life becomes weaker and 
weaker, and often we realise too late that we have 
been crushed. 

There exists then the subconscious recognition 
of the existing strong individuality of self, and 
only when we live in a past-present life do we not 
recognize self superiority. That is why we wor- 
ship heroes. Only when we do not see that by 
nature we do not have to recognize a better ex- 
istence, do we dream of certain great persons and 
desire to be what they were. Thus, the strong at- 
traction of our own combination weakens. We 
do not recognize our own greatness and we desire 
to be what others were. 

This pitiful condition of our invisible self in- 
dividuality is effected by our names. Ownership, 
being an established condition, created an addi- 
tional demand for the complete recognition of self. 
It created a name. In order to apply ownership, 
we needed a certain distinctive mark, and we dis- 
covered the name, and while in general life every 
individual form reacts for self, attracting the 
weaker forces and repulsing stronger attractions, 
in conditional life we are struggling for the name 
for which we think we ought to react. Thus, 
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nearly everyone lives and cares only in order to 
make his name great. 

Ownership, being an intuition, its effects na- 
turally play a great part in our life and as long as 
the cause, ownership, exists we must recognize as 
natural and as justifiable all its effects. This is 
an absolute, natural rule, and if a minority or a 
majority of the people feel that the present ex- 
istence of some conditions is not pleasant or justi- 
fiable they caimot express a dissatisfaction against 
this disorder of society unless they abolish first 
the cause of these effects, ownership. In reality 
everyone dislikes certain conditions and he is 
hoping to abolish them by accepting the rules of 
certain restrictions and regulations. Yet, soon 
he finds out that these regulations have created 
other conditions and like a fool he is constantly 
hoping for better conditions, notwithstanding the 
fact that he is supporting his fellow fools who try 
to rule the effects while they are blind to the 
<;ause. 

That is what I call stupidity. We do not see 
that ownership created a system in which every- 
thing, killing, prostitution, slavery, fighting, pos- 
session of human beings, poverty, kindness, pity, 
charity, struggling, responsibility, capitalism, re- 
volting, and thousands of other things, are natural 
effects of that cause, are parts of that system ; we 
do not see the above fact, and instead of either 
progressing to a further step, or justifying all 
these natural effects of ownership, we, like fools, 
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try to regulate them by laws, forces, weapons^ 
jails, lunatic asylums and charitable organiza- 
tions. And so far we know that we have created 
new effects, and we will create more as long as 
ownership remains the accepted system. We 
know that we must abolish first the real cause, 
and yet we keep on regulating effects and wonder 
why people have become so bad and so ill-na- 
tured. 

If anyone comes out and openly declares that 
he does not care for such a system, he is classed 
right away by those who get the best of the system, 
as an anarchist. A murderer is also classed as an 
anarchist, and the child who did not as yet feel 
the astonishing facts of the miserable system of 
ownership is told to beware of all these anarchists. 
Thus, the most splendid and best individual of 
each generation, the anarchist, is classed in the 
mind of the child on the same level with the mur- 
derer. Also the courageous revolutionist is 
classed as a bandit. I am not trying to say here 
that a bandit or a murderer is an outcast from 
society. Do not misunderstand me, for the mur- 
derer, and the person who crushes another per- 
son through the feeling of ownership or posses- 
sion, or the bandit and the business man, are 
forced to do the same thing, for they all belong 
to the same system, in which every effect has in 
reality absolutely the same cause. So, I am using 
these terms only for a certain comparison. Cir- 
cumstances have forced everyone to perform a 
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certain act. That act, having its canse in the sys- 
tem is justifiable, and while I love the person, the 
anarchist, who is above the system, above others, 
I caimot condemn the other, who is living crushed 
under conditions. He caimot help it. I am sorry 
for his ignorance as well as I am sorry for the 
ignorance of him who creates laws and restrictions 
on effects, and who is blind to the cause. 

I believe that there is no need of writing, no 
need of reading. There is no way of learning 
through teaching. Unless we feel, we caimot 
learn. Yet some people are so much behind the 
times of the general evolution of life that they 
want to read in order to learn. I have no use 
for persons who read and do not feel, yet I am 
very sorry for him who reads to learn how to feel. 
Sorry because everyone has certain feelings, 
everyone lives, and yet some, like fools, desire to 
learn from books what other people have to say 
about life and feelings, and then feel. Think of 
the stupidity of it I 

In life everything is a reality. Absolutely 
everything except future. Yet, we, the fools, have 
idolized that which never existed and never will 
exist, and thus the image of our life is future. 
We struggle and suffer for tomorrow and we have 
forced in us the feeling of hope, which is nothing 
but the hangsman of our present life. 

When I say that everything exists as a present 
feeling, I do not exclude imagination, for imagin- 
ation is also a feeling. A dream of an act, or of a 
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feeling, or of anything which has passed in our 
own life, is a present feeling. If we only repel 
for a moment the surrounding conditions and 
imagine about that particular past moment, we 
will see that it becomes a part of our present life. 
We will feel it as a present feeling. This is a 
fact, for the past is a part of our life. Consciously 
or subconsciously, we know and feel our past life. 

Imagination is the subconscious feeling of the 
ever-existing individuality of the atoms. This is 
why we have memories. Memory is nothing but 
the ever-present feeling of past. This feeling we 
can caH imagination, mentality, spirit or memory. 
While the feeling exists, certainly the name can- 
not add anything to it. Yet, a dream or an imag- 
ination, to use the right term, of anything to come, 
is not a feeling, is not an existing reality. Future, 
being always^ an abstract imagination, creates 
hope. In order to hope for something, certainly we 
do not have it. A miner, while working under- 
ground, hopes and desires to breathe fresh air. 
A person who is already dead hopes to live. You 
may say that hope is something justifiable. You 
may say that conditions may force a person to a 
state of mere existence, and thus he must struggle, 
hoping for a better, future life. I do not say so, 
for no one has to do anything, for as long as that 
person himself accepts the conditions he must be 
satisfied under them ; else if he dislikes the condi- 
tions, and still forces himself under them, who is 
to be blamed? Shall we not let him rest in peace 
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while he is living a past-present life? Let him 
struggle, let him be the fool who needs sympathy 
and who is ready to appreciate kindness and char- 
ity. Nobody cares. While he does not feel that 
kindness and pity have nothing in common with 
the natural law of attraction, please let him alone, 
for he is not alive. 

Life is a reaction against external actions, and 
this reaction is expressed by repulsion against 
everything which tries to attract and thus crush 
its individuality. Therefore, the person who is 
struggling under conditions, half alive, and who 
appreciates kindness, is not living, and I repeat, 
let him alone. 

While imagination of future is not a feeling, 
when I felt the real freedom of life I imagined a 
future state, free and great. I imagined a future 
state in which attraction would have been the 
romantic natural existence. I imagined a future 
state free of economic conditions, and full of indi- 
vidual recognition. I imagined a future state free 
of every kind of responsibility, and yet full of a 
real, mutual responsibility of the natural effect 
of self -attraction, and right then I imagined this 
freedom of life as a possible existence. I felt then 
that the future free state was a wonderful exist- 
ence which would overthrow this rotten-from-bot- 
tom-to-top society. For a minute, then, I was 
fooled, for I thought that that imagination, being 
of future, was a new feeling, and future was thus 
existing. But right then I felt that freedom was 
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not something to come. My imagination was bnt 
a present existence, for I was free and I could live 
free. Yes, I am living free and my own life is 
a free state of existence. Freedom is not what 
other people may force ns to be. If a group of 
people should force us to be locked up in a place 
where we would not even be able to move, it would 
not mean that they would change our feelings. 
No matter what they do while we are individuals, 
reacting for our own existence only, we are free as 
long as we live. We are free, and in reality we 
have already established a free society with our- 
selves as public opinion number one. When we 
feel the freedom of life we know right there that 
we live hundreds of thousands of years ahead of 
others, and instead of dreaming for a free society 
to come, we realize it as present. That is why we 
realize that when a person reaches a further step 
of progress, humanity has progressed. 

Every person in reality is a true anarchist, for 
I cannot imagine that there exists a person who 
thinks and feels that he is a bad character and 
needs laws and regulations for himself. Every- 
one thinks that other people are bad, and that he, 
being good, needs some protection. In life, this 
rule has no exception, for everyone justifies what- 
ever he does, and to be sure, he is right, for the 
condition is an established fact and the effect is 
inevitable. So, if anyone had no fear of others, 
if he would recognize no condition, if he would 
refuse to be a slave of this stupid system, if he 
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would need no protection of any kind, then that 
person would be not only an anarchist, but also 
he would be living as well in an anarchistic, free 
society. This I call freedom of life. 

I am wondering if some people will come out 
and say that they are not anarchists, and will 
admit that they are bad and need laws for them- 
selves. Also, I will wonder with the logic of that 
fool who may consider himself an anarchist but 
who would believe that he must have a government 
to govern others, on account of everyone except 
himself being bad. When I realize the stupidity 
of past ages and of people who believed that they 
ought to govern others and be governed by others, 
I certainly do not wonder then that this **Book of 
My life'* is the gospel of life. 

Some day we will all understand each other; 
yet I do not care if anyone will wake up and feel 
that he is living. As long as I am free from every 
conditional tie, I look upon the struggling fools 
from such a height that I feel it impossible to 
descend to their level. 

For myself, I need no law, for I am ab^ve it. 
Therefore, I have to disregard the unequal feel- 
ings of others. Only from such a standpoint could 
equality develop. 
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HEN I say that I am free from 
every conditional tie, I am not 
speaking of my past life, for then 
I was not free. In reality our 
nature is not fettered by condi- 
tions; but as we are brought up 
under certain restrictions and habits, and as we 
have to struggle not only for self-preservation but 
also for thousands of little things which we accept 
as part of our life, we are forced to feel a past- 
present existence ; we are forced to hope for hap- 
piness to come. 

What happiness is, no one knows, for it is not 
anything definite. Happiness is a wonderful hope 
when not existing, and a terrible fear if in atten- 
dance. When I was young, happiness meant a 
state of existence which through a certain incident 
would change my life and make it a flourishing 
garden. This perfection was not possible unless 
I could make a fortune. After awhile I saw that 
a great fortune was not enough. Unless glory was 
its companion I could not have the right degree of 
happiness. When I was a little older and my life 
was full of joy, I thought that fortune and glory 
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were not enough. I felt that unless I was also 
fortunate in love there could exist no happiness ; 
and after a while I was so mixed up with theories 
and ideas that I understood that in this madhouse 
which we call Society happiness is an accident, and 
that if we have faith and hope we may attain it. 
That is what I was told and made to feel, and when 
I thought over all the states of my feelings toward 
happiness I certainly saw a fool impersonated 
in myself. Happiness was the cause of all my 
troubles. Therefore, without doubt, happiness 
was my greatest misfortune. In order to know 
and realize happiness I had to know and realize 
the fear of unhappiness, for there is no way of 
attaining happiness without a constant fear of 
ever-present unhappiness. The negative cannot 
exist without the positive. If we are contented in 
life, if we live witiiout hope for anything, we cer- 
tainly attain the highest possible degree of happi- 
ness. 

If we were not brought up under certain condi- 
tions, we would have been better able to see life^ 
but the way every condition is forced upon us, the 
way they force us to accept life, is so unnatural, 
that our ego is no longer the expression of an 
individual and if anyone feels the stupidity of this 
forced way of training, he naturally becomes a 
revolutionist on conditions. 

Henceforth I did not understand why we were 
not left free to grow up as we felt. But now, 
knowing that our parents have been victims of 
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their parents, knowing that our parents accepted 
the conditions and through habit, conditions be- 
came their adopted nature, I can see that they 
meant well and that they forced us to accept 
conditions they considered as natural. All I say 
then, is that their ignorance is to be blamed and 
that if we do what our forefathers did it means 
that we foredoom our children to a state of exist- 
ence in which every feeling will need knowledge, 
and thus nature will be abolished. Therefore, we 
will force the great ego of every person to be an 
adopted ego. 

Children are not a part of their parents' love. 
To be born because two individuals were attracted 
to each other is inevitable and yet in reality is acci- 
dental. I believe that the sexual impulse is attrac- 
tion, and originally it was for self creation. 

The sexual impulse in reality is a broader and 
stronger feeling than sexual intercourse. While 
a child can be produced without love, it means 
that sexual impulse is a stronger feeling, having 
nothing in common with procreation. There might 
be one exception, and that exception is conditional. 
When a woman does not love her lover, because 
she is not satisfied with conditions, with love, with 
life, she desires to have a child which she may 
love. Yet, even in this exceptional case, the child 
is bom accidentally. Because of our organic 
nature which is unable to create a combined indi- 
vidual, larger in size and in strength, procreation 
is our natural weakness, and, so far, our attraction 
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is not as strong as other atoms or forms which 
create self by attraction. Sexual impulse is not 
only a desire for sexual intercourse. Attraction 
means reaction for self-preservation against ex- 
ternal actions, and, as I said before, when equality 
of attraction is found, the attracted atoms or 
forms are forced to combine their individualities 
and react against external actions as an individual. 
This is not the case in pregnancy. 

If the love for our children was a real feeling, 
and not conditional, if love for our children was 
as strong as the attraction of lovers, then we ought 
to love our children, all of them, equally, and 
there would be no distinction between child and 
child. Every one of our children would have been 
loved alike, and, furthermore, we would have been 
glad to fulfil every desire of every child, no 
matter whether that desire was reasonable or not. 
Reason does not exist between lovers while they 
are attracted to each other. That we do not love 
our children by nature is also proven by our not 
having an instinct of recognition. Through habit 
we know them, through habit we love them. I am 
not speaking of parents who do not love each 
other, who are forced by conditions to live together 
and whose children have to be their life's pleasure. 
I am not speaking of parents who consider their 
children as part of their industrial society and try 
to make them useful. Please do not misunder- 
stand me, for I am speaking of real, true lovers, 
whose mutual attraction is and ought to be 
stronger and greater than the love for children. 
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I believe that the time has come when we ought 
to abolish the sentimental foolishness of duties 
and to take real and good care of the children 
because they need us. As the love of our children 
is not only a minor attraction but an accidental 
event, we must be true to ourselves in order to 
realize that we have no right to interfere with a 
child's maturity. Thus, the real and true respons- 
ibility for children will be our natural feeling. We 
will feel then that we have mutual responsibility 
for what we have accidentally created and thus 
we will recognize that we cannot force the innocent 
children under conditions for which they do not 
care and for which they are not responsible. 

Evolution, on account of certain actions, cre- 
ated organic forms. Before these organic forms 
were formed the result of attraction was self 
creation of the attracted single or combined forms. 
The unicellular, which multiplies itself, is an or- 
ganic existence, so, when I speak of atoms, I mean 
the first individual atom which possesses both the 
qualities attraction and repulsion, and which never 
divides itself. Therefore the original atom, al- 
though it has the qualities of attraction and repul- 
sion, is not alive, because life means change, and 
only when it is attracted by another does it consti- 
tute a combined individual. This we call life, for 
it is the first movement which exists. Through 
attraction, atoms always form combinations double 
in size. Therefore, the atoms which multiply them- 
selves we may term as the first organic combi- 
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nation. This is the first step of evolution towards 
procreation, this is the first weakness of the real 
attraction. If procreation seems the expression of 
onr natural attraction, as we are composed by the 
original atoms, the feeling of self creation exists 
in us ; hence, by this subconscious feeling of attrac- 
tion, our effort to annihilate procreation. This is 
why we love dearly, this is why the feeling of the 
sexual impulse is stronger than sexual intercourse. 
If, on the other hand we take the other view, that 
while children could be born without love, sexual 
impulse is a feeling of procreation, again I say 
that that feeling is a subconscious feeling of self- 
creation, for we use all our attractive qualities, 
we feel the attraction all over our bodies, and 
when we realize that our nature failed to accom- 
plish the real aim of self-creation, we are dissatis- 
fied. No matter how we reason, the birth of a 
child is an accidental event, for the pro-created 
feeling is not the feeling of the atoms which con- 
stitute our form. 

In attraction of atoms which are capable of 
self-creation, the attracted atoms or forms lose 
their individuality. Contrarily, in attraction of 
organic forms which are under the rule of procre- 
ation, the individuals do not lose their real individ- 
ualities. This ought to be recognized by every 
person, for he cannot create a larger self, and only 
when his form changes is his individuality lost. 
Death, then, abolishes the individual, but as we 
are living on account of the attraction of the atoms 
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which constitute our forms, we can never feel our 
death ; for death of an individual means the cessa- 
tion of his atoms' attraction, and as long as he 
lives it means that the attraction of the atoms of 
his form exists. Therefore, there is no possibility 
of such a feeling as death. The fact that we die 
does not mean that we can feel death. 

Because of the failure of our organic forms for 
self creation, some persons are inclined to believe 
that our subconscious feeling of attraction is a 
feeling of procreation. If this is so, we ought to 
feel that sexual intercourse must not exist unless 
the intention is for procreation. Procreation is 
an effect. It was created in the evolution by cer- 
tain external actions and it is indirectly the effect 
of attraction. Attraction is the cause, and on 
account of our weakness for self creation, procrea- 
tion is effected. By nature we do not differ from 
trees, flowers, fishes, animals, and the like, but 
we are minor attractions to other forms which are 
under the original rule of self creation. If I 
should write volumes about this subject, I do not 
believe that I would add anything more. I have 
said all that there is and science ought to consider 
feelings. By the difference in degrees of attrac- 
tion there appears in each form a different nature 
of matter. In reality matter is the same. It is 
made of the same original atom, and while, for in- 
stance, ten degrees of attraction appear as flesh, 
one hundred degrees of attraction may appear as 
diamond, etc., that is all. 
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While, then, by nature we do not lose our indi- 
viduality, while a subconscious feeling of self 
creation does not actually any longer effect our 
individuality, I do not see why we are forced to 
give up our great ego, and on account of conditions 
live with an adopted ego. 

When I feel the existence of a great ego of self 
as glorious as the sun and as strong as the rock, 
shall I not condemn anyone who considered me as 
without individuality, who has considered me as 
his possession, and because I was weaker and 
could not get the best of him, forced me to be a 
slave of a system which I hate? Shall I not hate 
the person who brought me up under certain con- 
ditions and made me a slave of certain habits 
which habits are every day crushing my individ- 
uality? Why an adopted ego? Why are we not 
masters of ourselves? Is it not time that we 
should change conditions? Can we respect condi- 
tions which by our nature we are forced to dis- 
regard? 
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HEN we realize that our great ego 
is going to be crushed under condi- 
tions, when we realize that all our 
dreams of conditional life are mere 
habits of an adopted ego, we do 
certainly revolt against conditions, 
and often we are strong enough to replace the 
freedom of our individual self. That is why we 
want to destroy every condition which is an ob- 
stacle to our natural reaction for life. Because 
we unconsciously or subconsciously feel that an 
adopted ego was forced upon us, we hate those who 
for one reason or another placed us in a position 
to recognize rules and regulations. I believe that 
the real ego of a free individual is the strongest 
quality which we possess by nature, and this is a 
rule, for it is the expression of the attraction of 
the atoms which constitute every form. 

When I think of my childhood I wonder how 
anyone dared to call a child's education and train- 
ing natural. I wonder how we, the fools, expect 
healthy expression from a victim of a system 
which is based upon fears, hopes and slavery. If 
anyone does not see this point, I ask him what 
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those who for their own sexual pleasure brought 
me into life did to help me? Did they not force 
my nature to grow up weaker and weaker by 
garments, by fears, by beliefs of hereafter, by ab- 
stract foolishness, by uncomfortable and unnatural 
conditions (produced by the performance of a so- 
called duty), by the feeling of charity, by un- 
healthy, over-populated cities and by a thousand 
other foolish advices and conditions? Who told 
them that I would love to struggle and work for 
days in order to get a piece of paper on which 
someone put a figure and a signature and called it 
almighty dollar? Who told them that I would love 
to work for it? Who told them that they were 
right to force me into the habit of the absolute 
need of the almighty dollar? Why did they try 
their best to make me conscious of certain stupid 
theories of respect and responsibilities, of govern- 
ments, of churches, of morals, of ethics, and other 
artificial, unnatural and nonexisting qualities? 
Why have I received a daily dope of the existence 
of a certain supernatural power? Who cares who 
were and who have been our fathers', forefathers' 
gods, saints or angels? Why should I care what 
the public opinion is and fear or be ashamed to 
express my feelings? I am asking this person 
whether or not they considered that I would like 
those things when they made me grow up under 
those restrictions, habits and advices. To be sure, 
I am not trying to blame my parents, for they were 
members of a system and they tried their best to 
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give me an education in order that I should be the 
best member of that society. But how did they 
know what was good and what was bad in order to 
give me a right education? Is education natural f 
Certainly not, for education is based on conditions 
and that is why our parents tried their best to 
make us conscious of feelings like morality and 
ethics, only for the sake of public opinion. No one 
told them to do those things and yet their efforts 
were to encourage in me feelings, which, even if 
1 considered them as a part of their inherited and 
adopted nature, could not be the only part of the 
individual who was one generation above them. 
That is enough to prove that I could feel all 
feelings of past generations and in addition be 
able to crystalize them. That we are subjected 
to feel whatever past generations have felt is a 
fact, but it does not mean that all these artificial 
feelings are stronger than the real feeling of the 
free existence of the individual. 

I believe that we have to feel the existing qual- 
ities of the atoms which constitute our form, and 
we have to express love for conditions and also for 
forms which possess attractive qualities and 
hatred for conditions and forms which are repul- 
sive. Therefore, we cannot and we must not 
compromise. Only as real victims of a foolish 
education and training are we compromising. Yet, 
no matter how much we seem to differ from one 
another we all have the fundamental feeling of 
self freedom, and are forced to feel repulsion. So, 
in reality, compromising is not justifiable. 
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The knowledge of our past life, being a part 
of our present life, gives us the feeling of reason- 
ing. Beason is the justification of the expression 
of external actions and internal reaction of the 
individual. There exists no right or wrong, for 
the hatred of the atom or form which tries to 
crush our individuality is right. Therefore, in 
reality there exists no right or wrong. Children 
who received exactly the same education and train- 
ing, who were dressed up and fed exactly alike, 
who received advices on the same basis, and have 
been taken care of on the same order, do not neces- 
sarily think or reason alike. One child knows 
more than the other, one feels differently than the 
other. Everyone feels according to the exper- 
iences which his atoms have passed through in 
the different combinations. I am not speaking of 
reincarnation, for I do not believe in foolish 
theories. I am speaking of the natural change of 
forms and of the ever existing qualities of attrac- 
tion and repulsion. The theory, then, of inheriting 
feelings, from this point of view, is correct, yet 
we must know that these different feelings are 
closely related. It is a question if we can point 
out a new fundamental feeling of humanity which 
was not in existence thousands of years ago. We 
may point out certain conditional feelings, but 
those feelings are not fundamental, for they exist 
because of the condition. So, I do not see why I 
was forced to be a victim, not only of conditions, 
but also of feelings, of conditional feelings. 
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To obey certain scientific, ethical or social 
habits, and to not express s^ual attraction for our 
mothers, sisters, fathers or brothers, does not 
mean that there exists no attractive feeling for 
them. The efforts of thousands of generations 
could not and will not abolish the fundamental 
feeling of attraction, and no matter how strictly 
is forced upon us the feeling against attraction for 
our close relatives, no matter how harmful to the 
human race such an attraction is declared by 
science, the feeling exists. It will exist and we will 
never have instinctively a repulsive sexual feeling 
for them. Anyone who believes that such a feeling 
would be by nature repulsive, is either a stupid 
fool or insincere. Certain conditions compel him 
to speak against it, although he may realize in 
himself a grand fool. The joke of it is that such 
a fool is called by other fools a high class moralist, 
and we, like parrots, adopt as a high class morality 
an adopted feeling which is opposed to nature and 
in reality is not existing. The reason we do this is 
very simple. Conditional life, being an unnatural 
one, could not adopt any but made up feelings, and 
the victims of conditions are forced to consider 
morality, feelings they find written in books of 
rules and regulations. 

Sexual feeling, then, is what we may also term 
a sexual impulse. Sexual impulse is the attraction 
of two forms ; it is the highest law of nature, the 
attraction for self creation. That is why we feel 
every touch, or look, or feeling of our lover. That 
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is why we are attracted to him so closely that our 
feeling of imagination plays so great a part in 
life. Therefore, when I say love, attraction, sexual 
feeling or sexual impulse, I mean always the same 
feeling, the highest law of attraction. Natural 
morality, then, we must accept as the free expres- 
sion of the real attraction. Therefore, when I am 
attracted to a person, and I recognize that it is 
a mutual attraction, or, to put it in beter words, 
when I am in love with a person and am also loved, 
T must express my love thoroughly, without a rule 
or a regulation of any kind. If one of the lovers 
happens to be a victim of a Condition, and because 
of the condition does not thbroughly express his 
love, that person I call an immoral person. I am 
not trying here to preach morality or immorality, 
for those feelings do not exist in general life. 
Therefore, instead of preaching, I am compelled to 
regard the mutual attraction as a natural feeling. 
And as we are attracted to only one person at a 
time, and as that period could exist a day or a 
century (according to our equal reaction for life), 
I am compelled to declare that a person who is 
really attracted to a person, and because of a 
condition lives with another person, is immoral. 
I believe that true lovers are like one being, one 
life, and that the only condition they have to recog- 
nize is their equal attraction. If equality of attrac- 
tion ceases, under no circumstances will the one 
continue to be the lover of the other. It takes two 
for an attraction to exist. Only victims of a system 
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will force their feelings into a past-present exist- 
ence, yet, unfortunately, we have been victims, 
more or less, of certain feelings, through constant 
compulsory education and training which we re- 
ceived from those who for their own sexual pleas- 
ure brought us into the world. 

Fundamentally we do not differ in feelings 
from others, but as we react only for our own ex- 
istence, and according to the external actions nat- 
ural and conditional, we naturally express our 
feelings differently. Only in this way do we differ 
from others. But this difference is very small, 
so when I say that we feel hundreds of thousands 
of years in advance of others, in reality that dif- 
ference is a slight one, for we know that it takes 
millions of years for the development or abolish- 
ment of a feeling of a form. 

It is of no use to say all these things, for every- 
one knows them. Everyone feels alike, no matter 
whether he dares or not, on account of conditions, 
to express his feelings openly. My intention is 
to tell you the story of my life, and because I 
recognize that I have been a victim of an adopted 
ego, I feel like saying all that there is to say. 
Everyone then, can use his own feelings, and in 
this case, this story will be also his story. 

As I said before, I have been a forced victim 
and under the circumstances I could not very well 
free myself from certain habits. Even now I do 
not claim the crown of self knowledge, for the 
younger generation naturally is in advance of 
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my form's experience. That is why I do not 
believe I ought to force any feeling upon any child, 
for that child's nature might be ahead of mine, 
yet I was forced to be a slave of my forefathers* 
so-called wisdom, and behold, a victim of shoes, 
of dresses, of vanity, of machinery, behold a slave 
of a regulated and restricted life, behold a forced 
believer in gods, semi-gods, human gods, any kind 
of gods that our forefathers' ignorance imposed 
upon their victims I So, today, in society, every- 
thing is, unfortunately, a forced state of slavery, 
and anyone who can break away from hells, 
heavens and conditions, ought to feel proud of his 
achievement. 

Even in love we have to be victims on account 
of conditions. We are slaves because we were 
forced to be ignorant of what real, free love 
means. They are telling us free love means to live 
like dogs ; they are telling us that free love meana 
degeneration, and they never tell us that free love 
really means the attraction for one person only 
with self freedom to both lovers. They never tell 
us that free love really means a free self, capable 
of attracting equal forms, and yet watchful of not 
falling under a stronger attraction and being 
crushed. 

When I was a child I could not understand why 
anyone should care what I did, why anyone should 
make me say what I did not feel like saying. Why 
should anyone force me to feel what I did not 
desire to feel? Why should anyone force upon me 
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habits, when I disliked those habits, when they 
knew that I ought to dislike them? For a long 
time I did not understand it. Year after year, the 
same old story was going on, and I was growing up 
without knowing where I was really at and to what 
purpose. Many times I felt that I was a helpless 
little child, and those great, big human beings 
could certainly crush me to death if I did not 
obey them. Yes, if I dared to feel, or rather 
express a feeling the way I was directed to by my 
nature, I knew that I had to suffer by the brutality 
of the stronger and I was really aware of the 
whole situation, when I, a victim of the system 
in which I was living, was obliged to accept and 
express in many instances an organized feeling 
which is called public opinion. Then I knew why 
all that forced education and training was the es- 
tablished condition. I knew that if anyone dares 
to express a feeling contrary to the organized 
public opinion, jails and lunatic asylums are ready 
to entertain him and show him that he had no 
right to be bom with free feelings. Jails and 
lunatic asylums are built to entertain those who 
cannot understand that to feel is natural, but to 
say what you feel, that is the crime, and you must 
suffer for your sincerity. Hence, the existence of 
victims. 

Everyone teaches a child what to study and 
how to study, what to read and what to learn. 
Everyone thinks himself capable of teaching a 
child the best of things, and yet no one tells a child 
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about real, natural feelings. Now, I can see why 
I was not told the truth. Now I can see why I 
have been a victim, for if they wanted to tell me 
anything about feelings they ought to separate 
conditional life from real life, and that is impos- 
sible, for teaching is but a condition, hence the 
existence of victims. 
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VEEY person dreams of an equal 
attraction. This dream is nothing 
but the expression of the existent 
feeling of self creation, of a larger 
self, of a stronger self, of a com- 
bined, blended life. The term equal 
attraction, represents our ideal lover, who, in real- 
ity is not necessarily the representative of our 
ideal love. While the ideal love is the state of 
hoping for a future happy existence, the ideal 
lover is the ever-present strong individual, who, 
regardless of his physical strength, is, according 
to our reaction for life, the best living individual, 
Mnth whom we can only create a blended life of 
«elf . Every person, no matter how little advanced 
lie may be in the fourth intuition, is forced to live 
^th the image of this ideal lover (appearance, 
character, strength), even if he happened to be 
under the condition of living with another person, 
not the lover, or, even if he is, under the habit of 
loving another person. 

Yes, we dream of an ideal lover, and that 
feeling never ceases in us until the dream is acci- 
dentally realized. 
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Conditional life recognizes, or rather rules, 
many responsibilities with a certain feeling of 
auty, and we often criticize the person who is 
above every kind of responsibility. We do this 
because we are ignorant of the fact that life is not 
what victims of unnatural education and training 
were forced to learn. Life is the repulsion against 
every external action, and the attraction of an 
equal reaction in another form. And because of 
the above fact, when we meet our ideal lover we 
are forced by this natural condition of attraction 
to recognize a strong responsibility for our new 
state of existence. This responsibility, being of 
a new self, and thus the strongest of all, forces us 
to cast aside every other responsibility of friends, 
of families, of religions, of public opinion in gen- 
eral, and even of children, if they are in the way, 
as fetters or obstacles of our new, perfect stronger 
attraction. We dare everything and we fear 
nothing, because, through equality of attraction we 
establish a new, blended individuality, and we feel 
that our new combination, although in two sep- 
arate forms, is the only real attraction of which 
we were subconsciously dreaming all our life. 

While, before we met the ideal lover, we were 
feeling certain attractions for different persons, 
when we meet the glorious lover and realize that 
he is the ideal one, we feel absolutely no other at- 
traction, and we respond only to the magnetism of 
each other. We may attract others, but under no 
circumstances can we be attracted to another 
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person, because we do not exist any longer as 
separate individuals. We are forced by our equal- 
ity of attraction to care only for self as a combina- 
tion of two. This is the only responsibility that 
we are forced to recognize by nature. 

The attraction of two equal individuals, being 
the only condition that we are forced to respect, 
creates in us the feeling of responsibility for our 
lover, not only objectively but subjectively, for 
we care not only for the reaction for life of our 
lover, not only for his contentment and happiness, 
but for our own as well, in order that his feelings 
for us shall be fulfilled. Therefore, I am not far 
from the real truth when I state that this responsi- 
bility of equal lovers is a responsibility for a new, 
combined individuality, which was created through 
their own equal attraction. 

This is why the attraction of self for self is 
nearly abolished between real lovers, this is why 
the attraction of self for self is stronger between 
unequal lovers. While the equal lovers feel always 
their existence to be a combined life, and they do 
nothing without the approval and perfect satis- 
faction of the other, the unequal lovers have ambi- 
tions of their own, which ambition always tries to 
annihilate the ambition of their attraction. I do 
not believe that there exists between unequal 
lovers any ambition of attraction. I use the term 
only for comparison. The effort of the minor 
lover (one who loves more, who is attracted and 
who does not attract) is not an ambition, and un- 
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less he preserves the ambition of self, he will be 
forced under the stronger attraction of the other 
to be crushed, and thus he will wonder how so 
many responsibilities of conditional life could be 
violated by his would-be lover. Here I want to 
state that the responsibility for friends is nat- 
urally very weak, and it varies in degrees accord- 
ing to their attraction. This attraction is never as 
strong as the attraction of equal lovers. 

Our subconscious feeling is against attraction, 
because the individual atoms which constitute our 
form, attracting themselves, are constantly re- 
pulsing this external action. But, as the feeling of 
self -creation is existing in us, and as our individ- 
ual form on account of this feeling is subjected to 
attraction, when equality of reaction for life is 
found in another form, the effort of the sub- 
conscious feeling of repulsion is so weak that is 
almost abolished by the existence of equality of 
attraction. 

The attraction of two equal lovers, being a 
natural condition, is the only cause of responsibil- 
ity, and there exists in general life no other real 
responsibility. This cause limits its effects only 
to the natural effects of attraction. Therefore, the 
responsibility for the preservation of children by 
food and external necessities, is an effect which 
could not be abolished as long as our life is condi- 
tional. But this feeling of responsibility for child- 
ren is limited to the time when the child is incap- 
able of self-support. Every other care for the 
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child means that we are forcing an enslaved ego 
upon the helpless victim which was accidentally 
created by our attraction. 

If I was not writing the book of my life, in which 
1 am to express my feelings, I might have tried to 
be compromising for the sake of creating a larger 
number of sympathizers, and thus establish the 
name of a popular author. Fortunately, the case 
did not happen so, as I am expecting no sympathy 
or admiration from the readers of my book. I am 
glad that I am in a position to tell exactly what I 
feel and let everyone judge according to his con- 
ception of life, accepting the facts as his own,, and 
thus reach by himself the fourth step of self 
freedom. 

The responsibility of a child's preservation must 
be limited to food and clothing. The feeling of this 
responsibility is, by nature, forced more strongly 
on the mother, and by the equality of attraction, 
nearly as strongly on the male lover (father). In 
case the mutual attraction ceases, the responsibil- 
ity of the male lover no longer exists. On the other 
hand, the responsibility of the female must, as I 
have said above, be limited to food and clothing, 
and that only as long as the child is physically in- 
capable of caring for itself. There is no rule of 
nature which denies this right of assuming the care 
if she so desires. This is a natural condition, and 
when it becomes a rule of conditional life it will be 
subject to violation. As the family is the cause of 
today's misery and enslavement of individual free 
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life, it must be abolished. Therefore, when the pe- 
riod of the mother's responsibility comes to an end 
by the child's maturing by nature, mother and 
child are strangers. This is a general rule. 

As there exists no real love (attraction) for our 
children, there ought to be no regulation as to who 
is going to keep the child in case two persons are 
no longer forced by attraction to live together, for 
the female naturally has the preference, no matter 
if foolish rules and regulations are in favor of the 
fittest. 

I am not speaking of persons who regulate their 
lives by rules and regulations, who by moralities 
and immoralities of an organized public opinion 
draw lines and make measurements of responsibil- 
ities. If those people think they ought to be like 
rusted machines, which need oil in order to start 
in motion, I am not to blame for their pitiful con- 
ception of life. I am speaking only of highly devel- 
oped human beings who feel the responsibility of 
the effect of a natural cause, namely, attraction, 
unlimited by time and rules. Therefore, people who 
try to take advantage of the natural change of feel- 
ings of their lovers for the so-called custody of 
children, by the assistance of rules and regulations 
of the organized public opinion, of moralities and 
immoralities, are nothing but creatures who could 
not be classed even on the same level with the low- 
est living animal. 

While I am expressing my feelings, and while 
every feeling is an existing quality in every mem- 
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ber of our form, I do not see how there could exist 
a single person who could disagree with me. There 
might be some insincere reactionary persons, but 
as I stated before, let the fool alone, for he is not 
alive. 

To feel responsibility for the self-preservation 
of the accidental creation of our attraction is a gen- 
eral feeling for every form, which is, on account 
of the organic nature, under the rule of procrea- 
tion. That is why every animal takes care of its off- 
spring as long as that helpless accidental creation 
is incapable of self-preservation. That is why in 
other individulal forms, which are under the same 
rule of procreation, but on account of the nature of 
existence the offspring is capable of self-preserva- 
tion, the responsibility again exists, but it is lim- 
ited to the breeding of the offspring. 

There might be or might seem to be to this gen- 
eral rule some exceptions to the forms which pos- 
sess strong combinations of attraction. The male 
cat, for instance, which is full of attraction, feels 
the attraction of self creation so strongly that he 
hates the obstacle of his attraction, his offspring, 
to the extent of destroying it. Yet, even in this 
exceptional case, when those forms realize the fact 
that their creation was not a permanent obstacle 
to their attraction, they are forced to feel a certain 
responsibility. That is why even the most inde- 
pendent individual animal, the male cat, often feels 
like playing with its own offspring. The cat, in 
reality, did not hate directly his own offspring. He 
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hated the condition of breeding the offspring, 
which was an obstacle to his attraction, and he felt 
so strongly the condition that he extended his 
hatred to the effect of that condition as well. 

If we were not crushed under so many conditions 
of conditional life, if we were not victims of the 
habit of recognizing so many forms of responsi- 
bility, I believe that we all wonld have been able 
to see clearly that we also dislike by nature the 
fact of the conception of the child, and the more 
equal lovers we are the more we feel this obstacle 
to our attraction. 

Our subconscious feeling of attraction, being a 
feeling of self -creation, self -creation being a state 
of an ever-present blended life, forces us to recog- 
nize the fact that the period of pregnancy will 
make the equal attraction weaker, and so the equal- 
ity of attraction will be endangered, because one 
of the lovers will not react for life during that pe- 
riod as well as he did before the child's conception. 
Therefore, it is natural for real lovers to dislike the 
condition of a child's conception. The more equal 
two lovers are, the more they feel this period, for 
they fear the lack of expression of a constant, 
strong, equal attraction on the part of the one. 
That the knowledge of their existent equality sub- 
consciously creates in them the feeling of compro- 
mise, in order to equally react, is another question, 
but that the above fact of feeling a certain repul- 
sion against the period of pregnancy, during that 
period, is a natural feeling, we cannot deny. It 
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exists, and more so to the male lover, who did not 
change by this condition. Prom this point of view 
we are forced to see that by nature we do not differ 
from other forms, who exist under the rules of pro- 
creation. We only differ from them in certain 
feelings, because of the difference in quantities, de- 
grees and combinations of attractive qualities, and 
that is why equal lovers compromise more than ani- 
mals, but in qualities of feelings, fundamentally,' 
no form differs from another. 

To this rule there is no exception. Even the 
stars are attracted and feel responsibilities on the 
same order. If the sun did not have a certain re- 
sponsibility for the attraction of the earth, the 
moon would always have stayed between them, 
and, on the other hand, if the attraction of the sun 
and earth were equal, the moon would never cross 
their path of attraction. 

Because two equal lovers recognize their equal- 
ity, the desire of compromise is created right there, 
and through this effect of their equality, they do 
not feel strong repulsion against the condition of 
pregnancy; which repulsion, to a certain degree, is 
a natural existence between two unequal lovers. 
That is why unequal lovers express more love for 
their children. Their attraction was abolished 
during the period of pregnancy, and they now hope 
to attract their lover by extending their love to the 
creation of their former attraction. They do this 
because they were not living in a continuous attrac- 
tion, on account of the lack of compromise, and 
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they desired to establish, if possible, the former 
feeling of attraction. That is why equal lovers feel 
stronger responsibility for a child's preservation, 
and express less love for it, for their attraction, in 
reality, never ceased between them, and they can 
spare very little attraction from their existent, 
ever-present, mutual love. 

As we are all individuals, caring only for self, 
and as we are forced by our equality of attraction 
to compromise i!n favor of the new combined indi- 
viduality, I do not wonder that equal lovers feel 
mutual responsibility for their children, and that 
persons who live together and create children with- 
out love, do not care for them, although on account 
of conditions, they express love, hoping by exter- 
nal actions an<i conditions to create feelings. While 
unequal lovers are not sure that their attraction 
will exist after the period of pregnancy passes, the 
equal lovers, living always with the image of the 
other in them, who is the ideal lover, never realize 
such a possibility. 

As we know everything that past generations 
have felt, we do not have to pass an experience of 
life in order to feel the effects. The minute we are 
born we already possess the qualities, and so, the 
feelings of former generations, plus our own 
birth's experience, and although we never read or 
learned what other people of other generations 
have felt and said about life, we agree with them 
perfectly, expressing the same feelings in a differ- 
ent way. We express them differntly bcause our 
life's expression is absolutely an individual case. 
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When we arrive at a position from which we can 
see the difference between conditional life and gen- 
eral life, we do not want to do anything which will 
cause in us the existence of a condition which we 
do not want to recognize or respect. But what can 
we do, when, on account of momentary attractions, 
we discover that we have been trapped under a con- 
dition t What could I do when by accident I was 
forced by the conception of a child to consider the 
condition of marriage t 

The person I was attracted to in the beginning 
seemed to be above conditions. She seemed to be 
a great lover, and although I knew that she was not 
the ideal lover, feeling the near impossibility of 
ever meeting my ideal lover, I hoped for an ideal 
love living with a person who could to a certain 
extent agree with me. Unfortunately, the concep- 
tion of a child proved that there can exist no har- 
mony between unequal lovers. I am not sure that 
there ever existed the condition of the conception 
of a child, yet I had no reason to disbelieve her. 

She knew my feelings thoroughly, for I had told 
her about them from the first moment I met her. 
She knew that I was an unbeliever, she knew that 
I could not respect a condition of partnership love, 
because marriage as a condition destroys love. She 
knew that a mutual attraction is the only condition 
of two persons living together, and that for this 
purpose they do not need anyone's permission. She 
knew that I did not believe in the accepted rule of 
ownership, that the man must be the glorious sup- 
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porter and the woman the glorious house slave, and 
yet on account of the child, she, reacting for life 
differently now, felt the pressure of public opinion, 
and wanted what she termed a ** legitimate child/' 
Instead of being proud, or rather, indifferent to 
public opinion for the accidental and yet natural 
effect of her attraction, she felt ashamed, and, 
losing her individuality (she seemed glad to change 
her name), she insisted that I ought to change my 
feelings and beliefs and accept the organized pub- 
lic opinion as the only natural existence. Although 
she was wrong, although there was not a single 
question on which we could agree, I was willing to 
do everything she wanted me to for her sake, with 
the understanding that I could get out of the condi- 
tion of living with her as soon as she could justify 
her motherhood to her glorious public opinion. 

Although I tried to justify her feelings and thus 
see the possibility of a future happy life with her, 
I could not do it, and the more I was compromising 
the further apart our equality of attraction grew. 
She felt my struggle, and with a note she informed 
me that a supernatural power was against our in- 
tended condition. 

It is a fact that I have tried to satisfy my curi- 
osity about the child in due time, for I wanted to 
help her in case such a help was a necessity. Being 
unable to obtain any result from my inquiries, I 
could not help but think for a minute that so many 
similar cases of suffering on the part of lovers for 
conditions which are natural and justifiable, are 
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causes of unhappiness on account of the condition 
of marriage. I could not see how a free individual 
could live with another person and justify his 
union because a third party gave them permission. 

I am speaking of free individuals, who, being 
above conditions, are forced to respect the condi- 
tions of their lovers, just as much as they respect 
themselves. As the condition is created by a mu- 
tual, natural act, mutual responsibility for the child 
begins right there. Yet this responsibility does not 
create a cause of love, because effects can never 
create their own causes. 

Any rule of responsibility is a tool of violation of 
that responsibility, for we can use the rule in a 
way to justify our attitude toward public opinion. 
Thus we create victims even before they are bom. 
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THE ENSLAVED EGO 



NCE free from the ideal love, once 
free from every conditional tie, I 
ought to be a free individual, doing 
whatever I please, yet something 
must have been wrong that I should 
have been forced to work like a 
slave. The reason of this I can see now, for if I 
was really free I ought to have been content with 
anything obtained, no matter how I got it. K a 
person is not absolutely satisfied with the present 
condition of his life ; if a person cannot see that in 
order to get food, any way he may get it is justified 
by the need of it ; if any person cannot see that to 
work or to be idle, to beg or to preach, to steal or 
to inherit, is immaterial, and, as I said before, jus- 
tifiable because of the feeling of self-preservation, 
that person can never be free. Unless we see that, 
except farming, all other occupations are of a para- 
sitical nature; unless we see that, in reality, no 
matter how great are our services to society, we 
do not contribute anything more than a beggar or 
a thief does, we cannot feel the freedom of self, for 
in our estimation we will build degrees of occupa- 
tion, and while one occupation will be classed as 
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noble and honorable, another will be considered as 
disgraceful, and that we are all parasites and yet 
slaves of this systm of ownership, we will never 
realize. If the feeling of charity is a noble feeling, 
then its real cause, the feeling of vagrancy, must 
also be a noble feeling, for unless we have a sys- 
tem which creates beggars, charity will be abol- 
ished. I am not speaking of a free society to come, 
in which voluntary help to the physically incapaci- 
tated will be the natural feeling. I am speaking 
of this system of ownership, in which charity was 
caused originally by vagrancy. That I do not in- 
tend to condemn any occupation is proven by my 
inward feeling of a superior-to-conditions self. I 
do condemn, though, generally, every occupation, 
even farming, under rules and regulations. 

Every occupation, if good, ought to be such for 
everybody. That is to say, if all occupations, scien- 
tific, mechanical, political, and so on, were good for 
every human being, by being an occupant, he ought 
to live by means of this general-to-all good occupa- 
tion. If this is so, all I can see is a general starva- 
tion, except for those engaged in the occupation of 
working on the land, producing all the necessities 
for self-preservation. To work in order to live is 
not disgraceful, but to work like a slave and get 
only a small share of your hard labor, and some- 
one else, through the rules and regulations of the 
system, to obtain the most part, that is the tragedy 
of life and of work. That is what I call the en- 
slaved ego. To work five or six hours a week in 
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order to produce whatever we may absolutely need 
for self-preservation, to work two or three hours 
a week for those who are physically incapable of 
working for themselves, and for some other things 
that we may absolutely need for external use, 
would mean no harm to us. Contrarily, we would 
enjoy having some exercise, providing that that 
exercise is not compulsory. But to work every day, 
regulating our sleep with an alarm clock, our meate 
\^dth a whistle's blow, to work every day and night, 
and to fail even then to get enough food for self- 
preservation and absolute necessities for external 
use, that is what everybody ought to call stupidity. 
And the ego of him who does not revolt against 
such slavery is so much enslaved that it is a ques- 
tion whether or not he exists as a human being, 
with human feelings. So, I repeat again, let the 
fools rest in peace, for they are not alive. 

Ownership, in the beginning, was very limited. 
It meant that everyone had a certain piece of land 
and could do with it as he pleased. But, as there 
existed no simultaneous progress, the group of peo- 
ple who had advanced into the step of ownership 
were afraid that those whose feelings did not coin- 
cide with theirs, might come and take away what 
this group of people already considered as an 
owned possession. This group of people were ig- 
norant of the fact that in case they had no protec- 
tion, the outsider would have been forced to feel an 
advanced feeling of intuition. Therefore, they cre- 
ated a certain means of protection. At first every- 
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one consecutively performed what they termed his 
duty, but afterward they thought it would be bet- 
ter to appoint certain persons for that particular 
work, and the rest took up the obligation of feed- 
ing them. Thus the first division of labor was 
established. For some people worked for all, and 
some people undertook the protection of all, first 
from outsiders and then from the members of 
society as well. What happened is easy to 
see. As they were not working on the same 
basis', and therefore not all producing something, 
the task of the exchange of productions with- 
out placing a value on them was not easy. So, 
according to the labor of each production, a 
value was fixed. This value we call capital. 
Capital, then, is nothing but a fixed value of a 
production through labor. At that time nobody 
cared about the idlers whose duty was the protec- 
tion of all. They were glad to have them, and while 
the production of labor was valued, these protec- 
tors, in order to live, now received so much in 
value, every producer in the community contribut- 
ing equally. 

Once we base life on a fixed condition that con- 
dition is a cause for every effect to follow. Some 
people at that time were incapable of work; they 
could not work or did not want to work, and, while 
others were producing, a noticeable difference be- 
tween the members of that society began, and on 
account of this division of labor a different percep- 
tion of things originated. While productions had 
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a value, and a fixed value means capital, economic 
conditions arose, and those who produced more 
than the others were able to rest, using for their 
necessities the valued productions which they had 
kept aside for such an emergency. Other people 
naturally desired to rest also, and while they could 
not, naturally they took away from those who had 
things whatever they could, or whatever they 
needed for a certain rest. Thus stealing became a 
part of their system. When a group of people take 
away something from another group of people we 
call that * taking,'' for they do it through force, 
and while everyone knows it they are proud of 
their strength. But when we are alone, or a few of 
us take away something from an individual or a 
group of individuals, we call it stealing, and we are 
afraid to openly be proud of it, for the others, be- 
ing stronger, might 'Hake'' it away from us. 
** Stealing and ** taking" are sisters. The weaker 
steals and the stronger takes, that is all. So, the 
person who steals something which belongs to 
others, and is sure no one will ever know anything 
about it, is * taking'' it, and he is not afraid of his 
act. He is stronger. Through taxes, then, we are 
not stealing, for we claim that we **take'' whatever 
we need for protection and for other needs, no mat- 
ter if the person from whom we take, thinks we 
are stealing. 

And as the exchange of the valued productions 
was now difficult the effect of an authorized coin 
followed, and as this was again difficult for the ex- 
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change of valued productions of two different 
groups, the effect of an authorized piece of paper 
followed, and the original protectors, little by little, 
got hold of each group's interests and directed 
their demands in the way they thought was best ; 
hence the comedy of life, hence the enslaved ego, 
for the producers were now placed under the direc- 
tion of the idlers. While in the beginning those 
who were producing were directing those who un- 
dertook the duty of protection, because of the divi- 
sion of labor, the effect followed and the terms 
changed. The producer is now the slave of the 
idler. 

I am expressing here briefly the way some things 
happened. It is of no use to tell what happened, 
for everybody knows, and besides, I am not writing 
history, nor in order to have a marketably sized 
book. Everyone can use his own judgment. Every- 
one has his own feelings, and I do not intend to 
teach anyone sociology, biology or history. As I 
refuse to learn anything from books, I fail to see 
how I can teach anyone. That I spent three years 
in the same class while at school, not even bother- 
ing to open a book to learn what my teacher advo- 
cated, is a good proof that I am expressing my nat- 
ural feelings on this question. That my father put 
me under a special tutor for several months after 
that incident, and that by paying him a certain sum 
of money I was supposed to have been enabled to 
pass into the next class, is not a proof that I be- 
lieve in learning. So, this book is rather an orig- 
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inal one, for it has no beginning, no connection and 
no end. Therefore, if the reader expects a continu- 
ous story he will not be satisfied by an individual 
who believes that writing is like living. While we 
have a sharp pain, someone says something to 
make us laugh instead of cry. Thus, while I am 
expressing my feelings I do not know what I am 
going to write, and I will not be surprised if by the 
time I am through with this book I will omit even 
fundamental feelings and incidents of my life. 
While I intend to finish it, I shall not be surprised 
if I end it in any chapter should my desire for writ- 
ing cease. A story writer feels differently. He 
writes for a living, and he is very careful what he 
writes in order to create a name for his second or 
third book. 

I recognized that my ego was enslaved when I 
was working in a big store. Often before then I 
imagined that to be a workman must be great. With 
no particular feelings for extra luxury, with no 
worry for business, capital or bank accounts, with 
freedom afterward of home life, of simplified life, 
or even of a sporting life, I certainly felt that I 
ought to be happy. So I was glad to get work in 
a big store, not as a clerk or book-keeper or man- 
ager, but as a real hard worker. Gladly and hap- 
pily I bought an alarm clock, that I might be surer 
of my job. Ten days were enough to bring me to 
the realization of an enslaved ego, and one after- 
noon I felt like destroying store, city, self and 
everything. My work was to carry bundles from a 
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certain little room to the mailing department. 
These bnndles were shot on a chute to this little 
room, from three different departments. There 
were only two of us working there. My wages 
were little more than half what my fellow-worker 
received. I was foolish enough to tell my employer 
that I was single, and his philanthropic feelings 
compelled him to cut off my wages in order to give 
a part of them to my partner, who had children to 
support. That afternoon (as mentioned above) my 
co-worker was off duty and I was told to do all the 
work alone, carrying all those bundles with a push- 
cart. When, after lunch, I went into the room and 
saw it filled up with packages, I closed the door, 
and lighting a cigarette, I lay down on some big, 
wrapped-up boxes and thought and smoked and 
smoked and thought for hours and hours. Smoking 
was certainly forbidden, but it was not my fault, 
for when they made that rule they did not ask me 
whether I would feel like violating it or not. 

When we think of our past life, like a flash we 
see and feel every moment of it, every feeling is 
present, and right then I had my whole life before 
my eyes. I remembered how I was forced to learn 
and do certain things ; no matter whether I liked 
them or not, they were forcing me to feel that their 
advices would be the guiding steps of my future. 
They were telling me that I must learn if I wanted 
to be useful to myself, parents and society at large. 
They were telling me that as we are not bom with 
a knowledge of certain things I must take as an 
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example the lives of certain great and ambitious 
men. Contrary to this advice, I felt at that time 
that if I was really no one it was of no use trying 
to be some one, for, no matter how much my advis- 
ers tried to attain this end, they had been unsuc- 
cessful, because they did not give themselves as 
examples. They certainly could not do that, for I 
knew them. Smoking and smashing packages with 
my weight, I certainly felt like a lion in captivity. 
Thinking of my boyhood and remembering some 
foolish jokes I used to tell, I could not help smiling, 
for at that time I used to say that a wise person, 
in order to know his wisdom, must first realize that 
he has been a fool, else he will not be able to make 
the comparison ; he will not be able to know what 
wisdom means. In order for wise persons to be 
recognized as such, there have to be fools. The 
state of the lunatic is inconceivable, and that is 
why we are proud of not belonging to his lot. With- 
out teaching and training a boy's mind, we say he 
will grow up ignorant and unreasonable and yet 
claim that we have a wonderful mind. Whenever 
an animal tries to tell us to get an umbrella we pay 
no attention to such advice, for we are superior 
creatures. When I was telling such foolish jokes 
the wise protectors of my future intelligence were 
telling me that I was a fool, and my books, the 
most repulsive things I could then imagine, were 
shown me. ^^ You are right, teacher,*' was my 
usual answer, watching for an opportunity to close 
the book for the day. The more I thought of my 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 14 THE BOOK OF MY LIFE 

childhood the more I felt that I had been a victim 
of conditions. If my advisers had limited their 
wisdom in showing me what not to do, I could 
not have a strong objection, for they would have 
followed their feelings. But ^o tell me what to do, 
did they not have to consider my feelings? 

They were telling me that they loved me, and 
that was why they wanted me to go to school and 
learn everything good that exists in knowledge. 
They were telling me to go to church and learn how 
this world is nothing, and how in this globe we are 
only guests and how when we die if we are good we 
go to a place in which there is everything we need 
or desire. They were telling me that I ought to be 
a good person, for in this world, without having a 
great ambition, no one accomplishes anything. 
They were telling me that I ought to be a useful 
citizen by always doing right. They were telling 
me that our best quality is to be honest. They were 
telling me that God made everything and that 
everything belongs to every human being, for it is 
his exceptional offering to his own image. Yes, 
they were telling me not to steal, for everything did 
not belong to me and that it was sinful and unlaw- 
ful. While I was recollecting all these wise advices 
I could remember not a single instance that they 
had told me that I ought to be honest with myself 
and do whatever I felt like doing. They never told 
me to be a free person. Everything that I learned 
while a boy I could see now with a cynical eye and 
smile. I suppose it was the passing from one state 
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of life to another. It was the moment in which the 
great, individual ego was forcing the enslaved ego 
out of present existence. Although I tried to pick 
np those packages from the floor and put them into 
the basket, I could not do it. Why work! Is there 
a better tactic to overthrow this system than the re- 
fusal to work! Why be a slave! What do I get! 
** Dollars'' was my inward answer, and from every- 
where around, with a metallic sound, I heard the 
echo, dollars, dollars, dollars ! Strange ! What was 
I doing in order to make those dollars ! Nothing I 
And why dollars ! No answer ! For I was the tool 
of the middleman and I was living like a parasite, 
getting food from people and not giving them any- 
thing in return. Furthermore, he, the land worker, 
like a fool, gives us the best of things to eat and 
goes half starved in order to get dollars, dollars, 
dollars ! I felt that we were all thieves, and that 
our employers were the leaders of our gangs. I 
felt that we were thieves and that the governments 
were our best tools. I wanted to get out of it, out 
of the store, out of the city, out of the system. But 
how could I get out of the system! Would they 
let me do it! Could I work on the land and pro- 
duce things that I might need and not be forced to 
sell some of it in order to pay taxes! And while I 
would be compelled to deal with dollars, would that 
mean absolute freedom! Do nothing! That was 
the best. But how can we be free without doing 
anything! This is a system of ownership, and we 
must do something, even if that something is beg- 
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ging or stealing. And while I was dreaming and the 
boxes were rapidly piling up I realized my present 
existence. I saw the slave of the bundles. Eevolt I 
Strike I That was the best. Eevolt I Destroy every- 
thing, planning that you should be among the first 
of the destructions. That was real freedom. Strike I 
That was again a good idea. Let everyone strike, 
refuse to work, refuse to produce anything; let the 
land worker starve the cities and force the change 
of the system. Let them work only for themselves, 
only for the absolute needs of self-preservation, 
and starve every member of this system. Let the 
industrial worker lay down his tools and refuse to 
take a hand in the capitalistic system of produc- 
tion. Let them all go out to the land and work only 
for themselves, and only thus can we have a peace- 
ful revolution which could force the change of this 
system of ownership. The enslaved ego, then, will 
certainly be replaced by the great individualistic 
ego. That is the only way free society could be 
established, for the present public opinion will be 
in the minority. 
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|F I had studied conditions for 
years, I do not believe I could 
have learned more than I experi- 
enced in the two years after the 
time I left packages, push-cart and 
department store, going on strike 
then, just by myself. 

To be sure, all that we learn are effects of condi- 
tions of the present system, but as our life is forced 
to grow up under conditions and as we are living 
all the time with an adopted ego and an enslaved 
ego, we have to consider some of those feelings as 
a part of our life. In this case we are glad of our 
experiences, for through them we can see how low 
an estimate we ought to place on ourselves, living 
in a so-called civilized society. 

I would not wonder if some persons would not be 
able to understand my expression. In a way it is 
hard for them to abolish conditional feelings which 
are the result of an unnatural education and train- 
ing, as well as of an inherited quality of many 
generations. 

It is very hard for me to express the feeling of 
going on strike alone, for it is a strange, and, in a 
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way, an unusual act. When we go on strike as a 
member of an organization on account of a general 
walkout we feel certain strength, for our attempt 
at bettering our conditions is not as discouraging 
as it would seem if we went on strike alone. The 
solidarity of our co-workers on strike gives us en- 
couragement and power to stick together forever. 
We are glad to fight for what we consider our 
rights. The more unjustly we are treated the more 
we feel like fighting out our case and the more we 
hope that the result may be in our favor. The gen- 
eral suffering of our comrades makes us consider- 
ate for all, and thus we carefully watch picket lines 
as well as industrial conditions. If we have to use 
force in response to that force which the ruler of 
the capitalistic boss uses against us we are not 
afraid to do so, for we recognize the *^ class hat- 
red" to be in existence, and we feel the principle, 
*^an eye for an eye," to be a creation of the cir- 
cumstances. 

The above being so, we may think that to go on 
strike alone is a hopeless case as far as the win- 
ning of the strike is concerned, but, knowing that 
we are all individuals, working and caring and con- 
sidering only for our individual selves, I am point- 
ing out that the only strike worth while is the in- 
dividualistic one. Strike alone and you certainly 
win the strike. That is the greatest accomplish- 
ment of self, and if every individual would do the 
same, namely, strike alone, we would not see a 
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single wheel moving in this whole system of own- 
ership. 

Why are we discontented with conditions and 
revolt against them! There the answer is not 
necessary, for everyone knows that working condi- 
tions are not justifiable by any means, and no mat- 
ter what the changes might be, as long as one indi- 
vidual will work on the condition that another indi- 
vidual will profit by his labor, working conditions 
will never be justifiable. 

To work, to struggle for life, in order to gain 
a piece of bread and to secure an unhealthy, dark 
lodging place is pitiful as well as stupid and the 
more we realize this state of existence, the quicker 
we wake up and see our position clearer. 

When I woke up one morning and saw in me the 
struggling fool, who was hoping for better days to 
come, I could not help but go on strike alone. Rec- 
ognizing the rights of the individual, I could not 
but condemn conditions. When we rise above 
everything then and only then can we see the true 
freedom of self. Only thus are we masters of self. 
Only then can we see from above the struggling 
fools, and we are wondering how it happened that 
we were members of such a wonderful stupidity. 

Leaving that afternoon the department store, 
and declaring the general strike of myself, I went 
to a meeting of some strikers of another industry. 
The speeches of the leading agitators were amaz- 
ingly convincing. The handclapping and the en- 
thusiasm were wonderfully passionate. And then 
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came the usual ** Brothers, we need money to back 
up our strike.'^ 

I went home. I thought over the incidents. Al- 
though everything was wonderful and perfect, I 
could not help but feel that there was some lack of 
spirit of the real recognition of self -freedom. I 
thought over their struggles, and while they were 
needing money to back up their strike, undoubtedly 
their feelings were slaves of this system of owner- 
ship. They wanted more wages. They did not 
know that an increase of wages does not necessar- 
ily mean better existence. As I was also on strike, 
I said that either I was a fool or the workers, all of 
them, did not know and feel why they worked and 
why they lived. 

To strike means that a person is not satisfied 
with working conditions. He sees that he is being 
exploited by capital, he feels that the time of slav- 
ery is abolished and the slave of yesterday becomes 
the conscious worker of today, quits work and de- 
mands his rights or what he believes to be his 
rights. If a worker does not rise above the condi- 
tions of slavery he continues to work eternally for 
his philanthropic boss, and whatever the charitable 
employer feels like giving him in return he re- 
ceives, saying, ** Thank you, Sir.^^ 

The only difference between this kind of worker 
and the slave of fifty years ago is two hundred dol- 
lars in favor of the slave. 

The worker of today gets as much food and shel- 
ter (if not less) as the slave of fifty years ago. If 
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he dies he is replaced by one of thousands of appli- 
cants, but when the slave of fifty years ago died the 
boss had to pay two hundred dollars to buy another 
slave. 

The conscious individual, who goes on strike in 
order to win, has to consider four ways. First, 
while he is not satisfied with conditions, to leave 
his work, not bother with it any more and look for 
a better way of living. If he cannot do this, there 
is the second way, namely, to leave his work and to 
stick to the picket line forever. To do this he must 
be in perfect solidarity with his co-workers, and 
also he must be by all means a millionaire, for if 
he happens to be poor the rich capitalist will starve 
him to death. If he is not a millionaire then there 
is the third way, namely, to stick to work while on 
strike ; to take possession of tools and machinery 
and to help himself to whatever he thinks he ought 
to receive in payment of his labor. Why work? 
The answer to this question in practice is the 
fourth way, the simplest and the best, and I am not 
far from the truth if I say that it is the only way 
of overthrowing the capitalistic system of owner- 
ship. Stop work ! If every worker would decline 
to work under the wage system, refusing to pro- 
duce anything, he would be in a position to attain 
the freedom of self. You say that this is impos- 
sible because he will have no means to live. True, 
that seems so, but as long as every worker is starv- 
ing, and as it is always possible to get enough food 
for self-preservation in some way, is it not better 
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to feel that yon are not exploited by anyone, and 
yon are not starving by giving somebody nearly 
all the profits of yonr labor! 

Capital, in reality, is not existing. A valued pro- 
duction being capital means that without labor 
there will be no value. From this point of view, all 
capital belongs to labor. 

Suppose the workers cannot regulate their feel- 
ings the way that every feeling ought to be the ex- 
pression of every individual. Then, why strike! If 
we cannot realize that this system of ownership is 
boimd to be abolished, and if we do not put all our 
efforts toward this end, why cause to ourselves 
trouble and anxiety for an increase of a few cents 
or dollars! Are we sure that those few cents or 
dollars will bring to us anything in return! Are 
we sure that the increase in wages would not in 
reality mean a decrease if we consider the actual 
cost of living, increased through our demands! 
How then can we say that we are struggling for 
better existence! 

The more I thought about these strikers the more 
I was forced to pity them, and I remember that 
when I suggested to one of them that he should do 
whatever I did, namely, to leave the place and to 
consider that whatever we did, even begging, was 
immaterial as long as our efforts are, to the public 
opinion, in minority, he said to me that he had a 
wife and children to support, and could therefore 
not do that. Eecognizing that he was hopelessly 
crushed under conditions, I realized the futility of 
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offering further advice. Yes, I was forced to pity 
every worker, for they themselves were forming a 
part of the public opinion of ownership, and their 
effort to better or change conditions was futile. 

Once free from the condition of work, I was free 
to move to another city, free to do as I pleased. By 
constant effort I reduced my working hours to 
three, and even then I could not justify my work. 
1 was doing nothing in reality, for I was not pro- 
ducing things that we absolutely need, and, as I 
said before, I realized that as long as every kind 
of work except farming is parasitical, it is imma- 
terial if we work, tramp, beg or preach. We are 
parasites, just the same, and we are living on the 
ignorance of those who, producing the best things 
to eat for us, keep for themselves a starving por- 
tion. Once we can see this, we must exclaim a loud 
** Hurrah^' for the above fools, if we are really sin- 
cere with ourselves. 

Once we realize that we are above everything, 
we do not care for tomorrow; we build bulkheads 
around our individuality, and, abolishing hope, 
we feel the wonders of present life. To get some- 
thing to eat is always possible, some place to sleep 
is obtainable while we are walking on solid ground, 
and thus the two fundametnal needs of life are 
satisfiable. So, I need not tell you that I 
was always content. Only the third fundamental 
need of life was lacking— love. We must love. 
We have to love, else our existence is unnatural. 
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In love the attraction must be mutual and some- 
what equal, else it is not the right way of love. 
Sexual love, just for the gratification of sex, in 
reality is not a fundamental feeling of attraction. 
Sex gratification without love is degrading, is 
cheapening one's estimation of one's self, and I 
can speak clearly about this subject, for I acci- 
dentally threw myself in that direction. What 
I felt to be real attraction was made, by the un- 
equal attraction of my new lover, a sexual attrac- 
tion, and very soon I felt the necessity of getting 
out of it. 

There is nothing we cannot do when we feel 
like doing it, and I was free from this attraction 
without any effort. 

We always dream of a certain ideal lover, and 
unless our lover fulfills every quality of that ideal, 
we are not satisfied. That is why we change 
lovers, for we have not the instinct of knowing 
thoroughly a person without a certain period of 
companionship. From this point of view, happi- 
ness in marriage, equality of attraction in a condi- 
tional union, is impossible, or, to use a better 
term, accidentally possible. 

The best individual is considered he who is 
absolutely above conditions, even, if possible, 
above the condition of attraction; but, as I said 
before, as the feeling of self creation is created 
in us by the attraction of the atoms which consti- 
tute our form, we are subject to this condition, and 
so we are forced by nature to recognize only two 
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conditions, the need of self-preservation and the 
attraction of equal attractions. Once in my life I 
was above the condition of attraction. I could 
firmly say that I could live without the need of it 
It is a fact that we can live our life without suffer- 
ing if we do not meet an equal lover, but the sub- 
conscious feeling of attraction exists in us, and to 
give up our dreams of ever meeting our ideal lover 
is almost impossible. Yes, subconsciously we do 
not believe that such an impossibility is possible. 

When we meet an equal-to-us person, we feel 
happy and content, even if that person happens 
to be of the same sex. This was the case in meeting 
the only friend whom I could really consider as 
such, Anthony. You will notice here that I break 
the rule of no names, no places and no time. In 
reality I do not, for Anthony is my other ego, as 
I am his second ego. 

In perfect understanding of feeling, one day, 
arguing with Anthony on different conditions, si- 
multaneously we both asked, * * Why names t ^ ^ As 
the question was the result of a feeling to get out 
of this present system of ownership, we felt that 
our reasoning was above the average, and our 
very next question was an inward feeling, **Are 
we sanet^^ 

If we did not know that we were equals and that 
there could not exist the same public opinion num- 
ber one and number two, between two lunatics, if 
one of us would have been a little weaker in feel- 
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ings, certainly there was no doubt but that we 
would have considered each other as insane. Yet, 
on the other hand, we have been considered by 
other people as lunatics. But, after all what is a 
state of insanity! Does insanity really exist! 
Public opinion has certain rules and certain regu- 
lations which every person must consider as nat- 
ural, and our feelings must co-operate with. The 
person, then, who has feelings not in harmony with 
this organized public opinion, from this point of 
view is insane. Therefore, I am not blaming the 
fools who were considering us as limatics. While 
they had no feelings of their own, I could not con- 
sider it a great honor to be a member of their or- 
;ganized public opinion. 

So, one beautiful morning, Anthony and I, 
throwing away neckties and collars, bid farewell to 
system and public opinion, to work and wealth, to 
governments and laws, -to charity and pity, to cap- 
ital and economics, to marriage and slavery, to 
luxury and vanity, to friendship and flattery, to 
business and grafting, to economy and profits, to 
•church and God, to misanthropy and philanthropy, 
to hypocrisy and sincerity, to strikers and revo- 
lutions, and to all the other well-meaning words of 
this amazing mad-house which we call the system 
of ownership, and we were glad that we were out 
of it. 

The only things that Anthony thought he ought 
to have were three big trunks of books. Why 
looks, I did not understand, and do not think that 
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I am able even now to understand it. For, once 
we abolish every condition, once we are above 
everything, we do not care for anyone's opinion, 
and from this point of view I could not understand 
Anthony's desire for books. 

Then I was living free of cares and ambitions, 
every word which expresses a certain condition 
was abolished, and nothing remained but the mem- 
ory of the past. 

Memory, what a splendid chance for us, for 
through this we have the opportunity to see in self 
the greatest fool that ever existed, and I am glad 
that I was in a position above everything, and saw 
the fool. 
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VEEY person is strong enough to 
attain freedom of self. Every 
person could break the fetters of 
conditions, establish a free so- 
ciety, and begin with himself as 
public opinion number one, to live 
according to his natural feelings. Yet, no one be- 
lieves himself capable of such a possibility. This 
invisible and weak individuality of every person 
is caused by the habit of respecting, or rather, pre- 
tending to respect the organized feeling which we 
call public opinion. In this conditional life, we 
all dream of individual freedom, and yet we are 
afraid to openly express our feelings. We know 
that everyone feels like everyone else, and every- 
one in himself is opposed to conditions, but, know- 
ing also that we are attracted one way or another 
to the members of the system of ownership, we 
prefer to secretly express our feelings, that is to 
say, we are violating the rules and regulations of 
public opinion instead of abolishing every organ- 
ized condition. Instead of establishing the king- 
dom of the individual, and thus abolishing every 
violation through the downfall of all rules and reg- 
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Illations, we are forcing ourselves to repent for 
acts which are natural and thus justifiable. If 
we were sincere with ourselves we would be able 
to see that we have to abolish a condition which 
Tinder no circumstances could we respect. 

As there exists no person who feels content- 
ment under rules and regulations of the system 
of ownership, I do not see how this organized pub- 
lic opinion can last any longer. A rule, no matter 
how useful to society at large it may seem to be, is 
always crushing and killing the individual. There- 
fore, unless we are already crushed, and victims 
of unnatural existence, we are forced to revolt 
against it. 

As I can see a general dissatisfaction and dis- 
oontentment on every person, I am optimistic 
onough to declare the downfall of the organized 
public opinion of ownership. As I see our fourth 
intuition, namely, freedom of self, to be in general 
motion, I feel glad, realizing that I will not be 
alone in public opinion. When I say that I will not 
be alone in my public opinion, I do not piean that 
that is an absolute necessity to my life, for the 
individuals do not have an organized public opin- 
ion. If we all feel alike, if everyone expresses his 
feelings like everyone else, it does not mean that 
this will be an organized public opinion, for indi- 
vidualism means an opposition to organization. 
That is why an individualist does not believe in 
organization of any kind, for organization means 
unequal perception of its members. When I say 
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organization, I do not mean a voluntary contri- 
bution or understanding. I believe that between 
individualists there could exist a co-operative vol- 
untary contribution, or, as other people call it, vol- 
untary communism, but that voluntary feeling of 
co-operation is not compulsory. Organization 
means that there must be members who are ad- 
vanced and could be organizers, and slave mem- 
bers who are the organized. This means imequal 
perception and imderstanding. So, unless free- 
dom of self is absolute, with no rule or regulation^ 
I call it slavery. 

There is, though, a condition which every in- 
dividual is forced to respect, namely, the condi- 
tion of attraction. We all dream of a public opin- 
ion number two, of different sex, we dream equal- 
ity of attraction, for we do not see a possible 
happy life of lovers in disagreement. 

While the above is all true, we, living in a con- 
ditional life, create certain regulations for certain 
effects of certain causes which are not pleasant to 
us, and we are mixing up ourselves with self-made 
conditions to such an extent that it is a question 
how we will ever be able to get out of it all. 
Through our ignorance and our unnatural educa- 
tion and training, we are blind to the fact that 
we cannot change that condition by creating an- 
other condition, we cannot regulate a rule by cre- 
ating another rule, for all conditions of conditional 
life are linked together like a chain, and the more 
links we add the more complex the chain becomes* 
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In reality we want to abolish certain conditions, 
and we are adding instead of abolishing, and, as 
I said before, we are wondering abont the dis- 
order among the members of the present society. 
I mnst state here, as plainly as I can, that we 
cannot abolish any condition by ruling it, or by 
regulating it. Unless we break up the first link 
of the chain, that is to say the cause of all condi- 
tions, (and this cause is the ownership of prop- 
erty, of wives and children) we cannot abolish 
a single condition. When I say property I am not 
referring only to individual ownership, for state 
ownership is just the same, a link in the chain 
for all effects to follow. So, as long as we are 
not able to progress to the fourth step by abol- 
ishing the causes of present conditions, it is of 
no use to try to free ourselves, and we will be 
more sincere if we declare the permanent estab- 
lishment of self-slavery. No matter how radical 
a person might be, no matter how wonderful he 
is, by expressing his individual freedom through 
acts and thoughts, he is imder conditions, under 
every condition of conditional life, as long as 
there exists in him the condition of family and 
property, w'hich is the cause of all effects. There- 
fore, only the person who is above everything, is 
the real, free radical. This person does not care 
what the public thinks about him. 

Leaving with Anthony this present system, we 
desired to go to a little island to live as we pleased. 
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So, crossing the ocean on a steerage passage, we 
felt very glad that we were accomplishing our 
dream of life. The condition that we had to pay 
for our passage did not make much difference to 
us, for we knew that in some way we would have 
to compromise with the system, except compro- 
mising in expressing ideas of our feelings. When 
we were passing some beautiful, flourishing, little 
islands, in the middle of the ocean, we felt like 
terminating our journey, leaving the steamer and 
establishing our free society right there. To me 
this suggestion of Anthony's seemed good, and 
yet would not have made much difference, for on 
the island where we were going there was for me 
not a pre-established conditional condition, but 
with Anthony the case was different. He knew 
that he had a mother to meet, and, seeing these 
islands, felt that he would have been here freer in 
his future free society. We asked the baggage 
attendant to let us have the three trunks of books, 
and I was so glad to hear that that was not possi- 
ble. I was glad, not because I did not want to 
leave the steamer, but I proved to Anthony that 
to drag along three trunks was certainly a strong 
conditional fetter. 

On the steamer we met two persons who were 
the only two men on board the steamer whom we 
could meet, though there were other male passen- 
gers in the steerage. There might have been some 
very interesting persons of the opposite sex, but 
at that time we realized that there was no possi- 
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bility of attraction, of real attraction, of which 
the purpose is expression of life and not of sex. 
The more so, it was impossible for two tramps 
to attract women, who, unfortunately, are brought 
up under an inferior basis to men, and who are 
made to feel that the man must be the glorious 
supporter, no matter whether he is the lover or 
not. The two men whom I mentioned above, were 
very good companions, and one of them was envy- 
ing our position. The other was admiring us very 
much, and when we reached land he asked to sleep 
in the same room with us. He rather insisted on 
this point. Having no reason to refuse his re- 
quest, we accepted his company, and before we 
went to bed, he, taking out of his bosom a large 
and heavy bag, showed it to us, and only then did 
he tell us the reason why he wanted to have com- 
pany. The bag contained a large number of gold 
coins, and he was afraid to sleep alone. He un- 
derstood thoroughly our conception of life, and he 
felt very safe to be with us. We did not care. 
The money did not make any impression on us, 
but we told him that we were glad to know that 
there was a person who could understand that 
we had reached a state above everything. He 
knew, though, that in our estimation, he was con- 
sidered the fool who needs pity and sympathy. 

In a few days we reached the island, and our 
dreams were now realized. 

After a pleasant trip with calm weather and 
settled feelings, it is very pleasant to lie on a 
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rock and hear below the breaking of the ocean 
waves ; with no care, no ownership, no possession 
of any kind, with a companion of equal feelings 
like Anthony. It was wonderful to feel a free 
person in self and in a society with two members, 
of which I formed public opinion number one. 
Watching there the charming waves, made more 
charming by the light of the dying sun, I felt 
reborn. But, as I had passed the state of posses- 
sion, division, and ownership, I could not help 
remembering everything that I had left behind. 
I had no desire for anything, for every condition 
was abolished, but, as I say, I could not help won- 
dering why so many persons were heralding the 
enslavement of themselves, by accepting condi- 
tions which they are violating or feel like violat- 
ing, and do not have the courage to accept their 
individuality as the best existence. 

Unfortunately, the island on which we went 
to live, was not deserted, and still more unfor- 
tunately, there was a person who made me feel 
that I was not absolutely free from conditions. 
This person was Anthony's mother, a nice, pleas- 
ant, old woman, yet a grand fool, who was suffer- 
ing every moment for her beloved Anthony. An- 
thony was happy and content, but that was not 
her dream. She would not have cared if Anthony 
had even been unhappy and discontented, as long 
as he would be in appearance in harmony with her 
public opinion. We had no collars, no ties, no 
shoes, no coats; we did not care to smoke, eat 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PUBUC OPINION NUMBER ONE 1 37 

meat; we had no desire for things we could not 
have, and that made her very unhappy. She 
wanted him to go to church, to marry a certain 
girl whom she had selected for him, and be like 
all the other members of her society were, a 
patriarch of an establishment, a factory of human 
beings, with an occupation of a lawyer or poli- 
tician. She was every day bothering me about 
her Anthony, and she was very clever in telling 
me that I was all right, very thoughtful and pleas- 
ant, but, Anthony, she believed, was a little out 
of his mind, and I, having a certain influence over 
him, should lead him according to her wishes. She 
did not know that if Anthony was a lunatic, I 
must have been another one. So, always she was 
flattering me in order to save her beloved son, 
from what she considered an unnatural existence. 

Unfortunately, on that island were churches, 
priests, politicians, and other laymen, and every 
day we had a call from certain islanders. Al- 
though these visitors knew our intentions in re- 
gard to life, they, disagreeing with us, were call- 
ing on us again, and in reality we could not en- 
joy the solitary freedom of life. The visitors of 
the opposite sex could understand us better, for 
they were the ones who felt more strongly the 
pressure of conditional life. They were not only 
outcasts of their public opinion, but possessions 
of the male members as well, so, naturally, they 
could understand better, for the more dissatisfied 
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with conditions we are, the better we understand 
true feelings. 

Many times I tried to make people understand 
that they do not need rules and regulations to 
live. Many times I tried to convince them that 
there was no need of attending church, but my 
efforts proved futile. They could not see that 
there exists no supernatural power. The ignor- 
ance of past generations was right there existing. 
They could not see that if a priest was a hard 
factory worker he would not feel like preaching 
in a church only for the sake of preaching, and 
for the firm belief that he pretends he has, with- 
out making some money out of his services to God. 
At this point, when a priest tried to justify his 
position, and told me that he must be paid for 
his services, I told him very frankly, ^hat from this 
point of view he was right, for I do not as a rule 
condemn any occupation, even begging and steal- 
ing; as long as we accept the system of owner- 
ship as the only way of life, I do not condemn 
any occupation, because all occupations are the 
effects of that existent cause, ownership. Anthony 
was right in saying that in his belief he was an 
agnostic, but, even so, I could not help repeating 
my favorite expression: **God was dead the min- 
ute I was bom, for he was living before through 
the ignorance of past generations.'' 

On that island there was a person who appealed 
to me greatly. He was a priest in a monastery, 
working hard on the land, and preferring when 
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there was good weather on Sunday, instead of 
going to church and praying, **Our loving Father, 
give us thy bread,*' to go to work in order to pro- 
duce the bread he needed. Although I was pity- 
ing him for his beliefs, I could not help admiring 
him for his splendid, solitary, individual life. 

Before going onto that island, I believe we 
made a mistake, for we went in order to live by 
working on the land, notwithstanding the fact that 
we ought to have had some kind of tools which 
through the so-called progress would make the 
production easier. I do not believe in machinery, 
but I do believe in keeping the best and absolute 
necessities of a past state in a new society. 

That our staying there free from all conditions 
was impossible, was shown by the fact that we 
ought to sell some of the productions in order to 
pay taxes, and that was a condition which we did 
not want to recognize. 

That there was Anthony's mother made un- 
happy through our happiness, was another condi- 
tion which made our staying impossible. We were 
building our happiness on someone else's unhappi- 
ness, and therefore we could not justify our exist- 
ence there. It is a fact that she was to blame, for 
everyone is by nature an individualist, caring only 
for himself, but our presence there caused her 
unhappiness just the same, and we felt like getting 
out of it. If she had followed us, that would have 
been another question. Then we could stay and 
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not care if she was suffering ; she ought to get out 
of our way. 

As there is no place under the sun where we 
could live absolutely free, without any bother from 
outsiders of any kind, and as it is impossible for 
a person to go back to a state which he has already 
passed, as we do not feel like descending from 
above to the level of the struggling fools, we are 
forced to build bulkheads around our individual- 
ity in order to feel that wherever we are, and 
whatever we do, we do not have to compromise in 
expressing the ideas of our feelings. 

If two persons arrive at the state of self free- 
dom, and those two persons are of different sex, 
they, recognizing as the only natural condition 
their equality in feelings, are perfectly satisfied 
that there is nothing lacking in expressing one's 
feelings and desires. Unfortunately, this was not 
the case with Anthony and me, and, although 
before going there I felt like living out my life 
without attraction, I understood then that to live 
in a place where we have to give up the aspiration 
of ever meeting an equal-to-us person of different 
sex is impossible. So one beautiful evening, 
tramping the hills with Anthony, and arguing the 
above, we simultaneously felt the desire of leaving 
the island, the trunks of books, mother and people. 
We were not sorry to leave everything, and I was 
especially glad to get rid of those three trunks of 
books. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PUBLIC OPINION NUMBER ONE 141 

After that we were in a position to live content. 
With no compromising expression of our feelings, 
each one of us chose his own way, and lived the 
way he thought best. 

Coming back to the system of ownership does 
not mean that we are living again with an en- 
slaved ego and as victims of conditions. We es- 
tablish a free society of self, in which we are 
always considering ourselves as public opinion 
number one. Although I was back again in the 
organized public opinion, I could not be a member 
of it, for the free society of self was already 
established. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMBITION 




F THE coming generations will look 
in the dictionary of this present 
time, they will wonder how we 
could uphold with so much praise, 
the word ambition, when in this 
system ambition, in reality, means 
degeneration of the act of a beautiful feeling. 
To have an ambition to be a great painter, 
does not mean that a person must produce 
a creation of his artistic nature which would be 
worth so many thousand dollars. This example 
applies in character to music, to sculpture, to 
acting, to literature, and to every line of art. The 
act, on account of the accepted conditions, is de- 
graded by the monetary value that we place as 
well as we expect from an artistic accomplishment. 
I firmly believe that every ambition when based 
on economic conditions is a degeneration of the 
human race. If you do not think so, if you think 
that while being a successful man I am also an 
artist, you may think so. We disagree, and that is 
all I want to say about it, for from my point of 
view, success is nothing but degradation. I be- 
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lieve that any kind of ambition is reactionary, 
because it fetters the real individual expression of 
every person's life. 

Ambition! Think of our foolishness to sell 
our beautiful feelings for money 1 Think of the 
idiotic desires that it creates in us I Think of the 
wonderful days and minutes that we let go by on 
account of ambition, especially of monetary am- 
bition. 

Coming back into this system, I do not think 
that I have any ambition to accomplish anything, 
for I refuse to value feelings. The feelings of an 
individual free self are settled through self, and 
if he is deprived of what he is forced on account 
of conditions to accept as a possession, by stealing 
or accidental destruction, he, being in reality, in 
a state above conditions, does not feel that he has 
lost anything. When begging, preaching, writing, 
working or stealing, and every kind of occupation 
is, as I said before, of a parasitical nature, when 
even farming as an industry is just as bad, in 
reality then it does not make any difference what 
we do or what we possess. Rise above fear and 
ambition and you will see clearly my position. 

Therefore, I am glad to see that the real free 
society has no ambition, for every person is an 
artist. Every production is a wonderful and per- 
fect piece of art, of no value of any kind. In this 
new, free society, there does not exist even the 
valueless desire of possessing a piece of art, for if 
we had such a desire, that feeling would be again 
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the first link in the chain for every condition of 
the previous system to follow. 

The expression of love, the electricity of touch 
and Mss, the magnetism of glance and voice, are 
perfect. Every expression of every feeling is 
wonderful. 

There is no ambition in a free society of indiv- 
iduals, for everyone is above the effort of success. 
Life as it is, is a splendid success and there is no 
other need. The attraction of lovers is the only 
ambition. To love is a natural condition, and we 
need no other ambition for its accomplishmeni. 
For, we are forced to feel the attraction when mu- 
tuality is found, and we can love better and more 
naturally when we have no other ambition of any 
kind. The only ambition which is justifiable in 
our life is the perfect expression of self, without 
any ulterior motive. 
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I ANY persons fear the coming revo- 
lution which is going to overthrow 
the present system of ownership, 
but that we are living in a revolu- 
tion very few persons realize. 
To express the feeling of dis- 
satisfaction for every condition in one way or 
another, when, acording to the organized public 
opinion we ought to feel contentment, I call revo- 
lution. 

Once we are above everything we can see 
clearer the struggle of every person for better 
conditions. We see also the errors of their tactics 
and often we take part in order to show the way. 
As we are individuals, feeling through habit and 
inheritance the pleasure of association with other 
people, we cannot help descending for the sake of 
companionship, and for the sake of creating equal 
feelings in them, to the individuals nearest to us 
in feelings. That is why I have often been in- 
terested in labor movements. 

I do not believe in strikes for higher wages or 
in organizations the purpose of which is the error 
of expecting better social existence through better 
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economic conditions, through better wages for its 
members. I do not believe that through organiza- 
tion we can have better social conditions. Indi- 
vidual freedom will never be established as long 
as the majority, as individuals, do not feel ** above 
everything.'* But, as I stated above, I feel like 
descending and even taking part in that organiza- 
tion in which the feelings of its members are di- 
rected towards industrial freedom and the estab- 
lishment of a free economic social system of a free 
self, even as a group. I do not believe in forced 
organization, of organizers and organized, for that 
means an unequal basis of conception. But I do 
believe in organization of free individuals, in vol- 
untary co-operation of individualists. 

Unless every person who is sincere with him- 
self recognizes the fact that this beautiful, peace- 
ful revolution against conditions, which is going 
on today, ought to be more general, unless we 
express our real, natural feelings in acts and ideas 
openly, and thus force public opinion into a major- 
ity, the brutal and bloody revolution is then in- 
evitable, and I am sorry that I am not myself a 
majority to avoid it by establishing my public 
opinion as a general acceptance. 

It is a fact that the struggle between capital 
and labor which is going on in the different indus- 
tries, like the textile, silk, mining and transporta- 
tion industries and others, will never be abolished 
by rules, regulations, or agreements. There is no 
possibility of satisfying a dissatisfied worker by 
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creating a law. But, it is also a fact that the 
struggle J[)etween capital and labor is not create*.! 
by lack of wages. The dissatisfaction has a deeper 
cause. It has the cause of our fourth intuition, 
namely, the desire. for freedom of self. As long 
as there exists capital, the acceptance of an in- 
crease of wages on the part of the capitalist would 
not mean the abolition of his capital. Therefore, 
the increase of the cost of production is always 
inevitable, and the worker in the end feels dis- 
satisfied just the same. 

A strike, in reality, being caused by the risen 
fourth intuition, is always inevitable. Even a 
monetary strike is caused by the subconscious 
feeling for freedom of self. But, unfortunately, 
the workers do not recognize this fact, and they 
express their dissatisfaction by demanding more 
wages. 

Once we are above everything we can see the 
wrong tactic of expressing an individual, natural 
feeling through strikes, and so I cannor help 
seeing the futile effort of labor in asking more 
wages and in reality thus recognizing the present 
system of ownership as an everlasting condition. 
For the demand for higher wages is a recognition 
of this system, is an effort to establish the per- 
manent enslavement of self. 

Unless a person or a group of persons are ex- 
pressing their dissatisfaction of conditions by a 
constant refusal of recognition of capital, luiless 
a person refuses to work under a system which 
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means exploitation of self to a degree of slavery, 
I am forced to repeat, let the fool alone, for lie is 
dead. Some persons may say that I am too cynic- 
al. To this point I have no objection, for I cannot 
be anything bnt cynical when I see the accomplish- 
ment of a beautiful feeling of workers, namely, 
work of shorter hours, and on the other hand, 
those fools to be willing to work overtime for 
extra ^ages. 

Some people believe that state ownership is the 
next step of human progress. If those people are 
willing to call, as a step of human progress the 
real abolition of individual freedom, I am not to 
blame, for I am not dirging my individuality. The 
persons who think that state ownership would 
better conditions are ignorant of the fact that 
state ownership, if it is for absolutely every per- 
sonal possession, will create a state of permanent 
slavery, and, if it does not include personal pos- 
sessions, it will leave a cause for the first link 
of the chain for every condition of the present 
system to follow. This will mean a few thousand 
years of foolish experiments by the human race. 
But even then I feel that the individualists will 
always live in a free society of self, for they 
have reached the fourth step of human progress. 

As I can see the deep feeling of dissatisfaction 
expressed through acts and ideas by every indi- 
vidual who is not entirely crushed under condi- 
tions, I cannot help feeling that the majority in 
this present day are above the conception of state 
ownership. 
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Political socialism will never succeed, for we 
have passed a similar state of existence and we 
are now above the parodies of governmental ex- 
periments. 

To vote for a certain political system does not 
mean that in reality we believe that we will better 
conditions. We are forced by this habit to fool 
ourselves, notwithstanding the fact that we create 
rulers who are forced by the position in which we 
place them to be enemies of our individual 
freedom. From this point of view I have to state 
that a person must either vote blindly for any 
form of government and be perfectly satisfied 
with any condition, or, if he could not be satisfied 
with only a single condition, to refuse to vote and 
thus realize in himself a public opinion number 
one. 

I am not blaming the woman in demanding 
equal franchise with man. If voting was a neces- 
sary step of human progress, certainly the same 
opportunity ought to be granted everyone. I 
praise, though, the woman who reaches the fourth 
step of self freedom, ignoring voting, which in 
reality is the obstacle of progress. 

Political socialism is a game of a few firm 
believers in possession and ownership, who know 
how to take advantage of the dissatisfaction of the 
working class. As long as those persons profit by 
literature, leadership or by intellectual parasitism 
outside or inside of an office, it is immaterial to 
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them if they dirge the individuality and create the 
permanent enslavement of their followers. 

Yet radical socialism is an effort towards the 
step of self freedom. Although socialism will 
never exist as a state, the radical socialist must 
be classed above the average fool, for he repre- 
sents the first shadow of individual freedom. 
From this point of view I believe that a sincere 
radical socialist is nothing but an anarchist. 
When a person reaches a conception of life which 
sees the possibility of working and living peace- 
fully with his fellow human beings, expecting 
equal or just shares, he does not need the office- 
holder, i.e., the political socialist, equally to share 
the profits of his labor, for he knows and feels how 
to equalize his profits himself. When that person 
reaches a state in which he feels capable of 
justice he does not need anyone else to govern 
him, for he can govern himself. That is why his 
state is the first step towards anarchy, for the 
very minute his feelings are in the majority, a 
free society of anarchy is established right there. 

Suppose for a minute that state ownership 
could be applied to every industry. Suppose 
labor organizations and political socialists could 
control every factory and transportation as well. 
And suppose, on the other hand, that the indivi- 
dual farmers and the farm workers express also 
their dissatisfaction of the exploitation which the 
capitalistic system, through taxation, imposes 
upon them. Suppose they wake up and see the 
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fact that they do not need the luxurious produc- 
tions which the capitalistic system imposes upon 
them through the so-called feeling of civilization, 
and, seeing the valueless bait, the dollar of social- 
ism and capitalism, forced upon them, strike for 
better conditions. Just suppose such a possibility, 
which by all means will very soon be inevitable. 
What then will the adherents of labor organiza- 
tions, of political socialism, and even of capitalism 
do to save their followers! Is there a possibility 
that we can avoid such a certain starvation! 

Labor organization is the tool of capital. 
Because of the existence of an organization, the 
laborer compromises with his feelings. While he 
is made to believe the possibility of a general 
strike he is keeping on producing and thus per- 
petuating the existence of capitalism. Therefore, 
in the present system of capitalism the only labor 
organization which could justify its existence 
would be that organization which adopts tactics 
justifiable by the natural hatred of capital and 
labor. Class hatred between the workman and 
the capitalist exists, and it will exist as long as 
working conditions are based on what we call 
division of labor. A workman, feeling the strong 
action of capital against his own existence, is 
forced to react against it. This reaction is nothing 
else but the subconscious recognition of self in- 
ijividuality, the natural repulsion against every- 
thing which is constantly trying to destroy our 
individual self. 
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Every form of government is today based on 
ownership, and therefore, naturally, the ruling 
class is always co-operating with the system of 
exploitation. This is a rule and the striker ought 
to know that fact. He ought to feel that it is far 
superior to refuse work under any scale of wages 
than to expect justice in his favor when he is 
violating the rules of production of this present 
system, by demanding more wages through the 
force of a powerful organization. I cannot see a 
better tactic to destroy and overthrow this system 
of capitalism than the refusal to produce. Sabot- 
age, being destructive, seems good, but the refusal 
of work abolishes even the necessity of sabotage, 
and that certainly would be the key-note of a 
peaceful revolution. 

When I say that we are living in a revolution, 
I believe that the present dissatisfaction with con- 
ditions, that is to say our feelings against rules, 
regulations, marriages, families, churches, work- 
ing conditions and the rest, are existing in a 
minority, and the establishment of a general free 
society will sooner or later be an accomplished 
fact. Unless every person agrees with me, I am 
forced to accept the pre-established way of over- 
throwing a system ; namely, destructive revolution. 
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|HINBZENG of my past state when 
I was working and felt proud of 
not being an idler, and comparing 
the state of a producer in this sys- 
tem with a very old story of a rat, 
I am amazed at its adaptability. 
This story was written thousands of years ago, 
and it pictures perfectly the present system of 
capital, producer, capitalist, state, church, and 
free individualist. This is my version of the 
story: 

A supernatural man collected all the wealth of 
a certain land (consisting, suppose, of dollar bills) 
and carefully buried it underground, building a 
small hole through which he could extract small 
amounts for daily use. But before he enjoyed the 
fruits of this wealth he died. The wealth was 
thus left underground. 

A rat, one day, chancing to go into that hole, 
found the place very soft and very comfortable 
in which to establish his quarters. The rat was 
now enjoying the comforts of a wealthy establish- 
ment. A cat went to build its home in the neigh- 
borhood of the rat, and one day when the rat was 
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sunning outside of his hole, he was caught by the 
cat. ''Don't eat me,'' said the rat, ''for where 
I live there is much wealth hidden. If you eat 
me now I am worth nothing, but if you allow me 
to go free, I promise that I will bring you two 
dollars every day, one for you and one for me. 
You can also have the use of my dollar, and buy 
me meat and bread for my preservation." It was 
agreed, and now the rat brings every day two 
dollars, one for the cat and one for himself. After 
a while the rat, feeling a certain freedom, on ac- 
count of the protection he had from the cat, went 
further than usual from his hole and was caught 
by another cat. "Don't eat me," said the rat to 
this cat, "for myself I am not worth the trouble. 
] bring out from my home two dollars every day 
to your friend. He gets one and I get one. If 
you allow me to go free, I promise to give you half 
of my share." It was agreed, and now the rat 
brings every day two dollars, one for the first 
cat, half a dollar for the second cat, and half a 
dollar in provisions for himself. 

The rat now, feeling more freedom on account 
of having the protection of the two cats, goes still 
further from his hole to enjoy the day and is 
caught by a third cat. Similar to former oc- 
casions, it was agreed that the third cat should get 
half of the rat's share after the usual division 
with the first two cats. 

The rat now, feeling more freedom yet, on 
account of the protection of the three cats, goes 
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still further from his hole to enjoy the day and 
this time being way out of the district of the cats, 
meets another rat. The two, being of the same 
type, greeted each other and then both told their 
stories. **You must be a fool,** said the second 
rat to the first. **Come with me and enjoy life 
instead of being the slave of your enemies.** 

The history does not give the details of the fate 
of the cats nor of the rats, but one thing we know. 
That is that the wealth is still there in the hole, 
for the cats could not go into it. The attempt of 
the cats to break the stone which covered the hole 
with the exception of the small opening, proved 
futile. 

This is the story and its adaptation to the 
capitalist system, I believe is very clear : hence no 
need of further explanation. 
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OMING i)ack from the island where 
my intention was the establish- 
ment of a free society of indivi- 
duals, it seemed that I would have 
been forced on account of condi- 
tions to become a member of this 
system's organized public opinion, ownership. It 
is a fact that I tried to descend to the level of the 
surrounding individuals in order to fulfil the 
adopted-through-inheritance-and-habit feeling of 
companionship, but the more effort I put forth, 
the further from others I felt my position. Thus, 
subconsciously, the companionship with fools 
became more repulsive to me. 

Desiring to justify my repulsive feelings 
toward society at large, I arrived at a firm con- 
clusion. Every person, being subjected by the 
atoms which constitute his form, to repulse every 
external action which for the same reason repulses 
his individuality, is forced to recognize a minor 
quality of attraction in every form. This recog- 
nition, although sometimes subconscious, gives us 
the strength of superiority. General life is based 
on the same order. And that is why we live, for 
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our reaction for life against external actions i» 
nothing else but the feeling of self superiority in 
strength. Therefore, only on account of the 
stronger attractions, we little by little give in, and 
willingly or unwillingly our form becomes weaker. 
Only when we realize the fact that external actions 
are stronger than our reaction for life, are we 
crushed, destroyed. This is death. 

In conditional life, on account of the above- 
mentioned recognition of self -superiority, we feel 
the impossibility of friendship for individuals who 
are, according to our conception, weaker. This 
natural feeling is expressed by our term *^fools.'' 
Therefore, every person who is weaker in his 
reaction for life than we are, and so has a weaker 
conception of life, is nothing but a fool, and we 
are forced to dislikie companionship with him. 
On the other hand, the weaker, when he feels 
repulsion against us according to his conception 
of life, thinks we are the weaker ones, and thus 
we are the fools. 

I could not compromise with organized pub- 
lic opinion, even though I felt the impossibility 
of living out my life without attracting and being 
attracted to equal forms. I could not compromise 
with minor lovers, even though I did not have the 
instinct of recognizing my equal lovers. The 
reason that we feel that we do not compromise 
with our feelings is because we are forced to feel 
equality or superiority of the person who attracts 
us, even if that feeling is limited only to one 
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minute. When we see our superiority our love 
ends, and only when we try to force its existence 
are we compromising with fools. 

This did not happen in any of my experiences 
after I came back from the island, as I had kept 
my superiority with unequal friends. I passed 
by every unequal attraction, taking the position 
of the bee, who collects from every flower the best 
odor and departs without injuring it. If the 
flower feels the arrival or departure of the bee, 
no one is to blame, for there is no possibility of 
forcing a radical change in a form's nature. Only 
when the bee recognizes that further contact with 
the flower is dangerous does it depart. This rec- 
ognition is only according to the conception of the 
bee, and on account of its different reaction for 
life with the flower. Therefore, it does not make 
any difference, in reality, if the nature of the 
flower remains the same. The bee does not recog- 
nize any sweeter attraction in that particular 
flower, and departs to another flower. If this were 
not so, it would have stayed in the first one until a 
stronger attraction, or self preservation would 
have forced its departure. 

I do not mean that I believe in free love of 
varietism by the above comparison, because the 
oomparison of the bee was made from a differ- 
ent character. The bee is attracted from 
flower to flower on account of self-preservation, 
and our attraction is based on self-creation. 
There is, then, a difference between the two at- 
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tractions, and only for certain comparison can we 
iuse the above terms. I do believe though in free 
love of change, because attraction is not some- 
thing we can rule or term. Varietism is a feeling 
of sex only. That is why varietists can feel sex 
attraction for former lovers. Free love of change 
is the quest of each individual to meet his ideal 
lover, and because we have no instinct of recog- 
nition we are forced to change when we meet a 
stronger attraction, when we do not feel equality 
of attraction between ourselves and our former 
lover. 

That we cannot live our lives without love, we 
feel strongly by the constant conscious or subcon- 
scious feeling of living with a certain image in 
us of our ideal lover, and because of the desire to 
meet our ideal equal lover, we are forced to ascend 
in order to do so. We know that he does not 
exist among fools, for he must necessarily be equal 
or stronger. That is why we always desire to 
associate with the best individuals. This is evo- 
lution, and through this feeling we can see the 
universal law of the survival of the fittest. Be- 
cause this law is based on feelings, the fittest 
always survives, although he is not necessarily 
the strongest in physical strength. 

When I met an attractive person, naturally 
because of the recognition of a certain quality of 
attraction, I felt that a mutual feeling of compro- 
mise would have existed between us. But when 
I faced the ravine of conventions which separated 
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us, I could not descend to the ignorance of past 
generations, which was a present existence with 
her. 

To love means that two persons are attracted 
to each other equally, and they form through that 
equality a combined individual. Therefore they 
think alike, they feel alike, they have equal desires, 
and by this existent mutuality they have the same 
conception of life. To have mutual conception 
they need no external aid from another person, 
and they need no fetter of conditions for its con- 
tinuance, either. The minute they put between 
their mutual attraction a condition of any kind 
that condition will be their obstacle. True lovers, 
then, need no condition such as marriage, for a 
condition destroys love. Two lovers living to- 
gether, bound by mutuality of attraction, feel their 
existence as a union to be natural, and they are 
forced by that natural condition to be true to 
each other. Yet two married persons, bound 
by social and economic conditions to live to- 
gether, have nothing in common with love, and 
their marriage vows naturally are subject to 
violation. Two persons living together on account 
of love will not violate that natural condition 
unless equality of attraction ceases to exist 
between them. That means that they will cease 
to be lovers, and because they live together 
only on account of love, they will separate. 
But two persons, living together only on ac- 
count of a social or economic condition, bound 
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hj marriage, even if they violate the condition of 
love, their union, having nothing in common with 
love, will exist, no matter whether or not they have 
other lovers or love affairs. Lovers need no con- 
dition such as marriage to be happy. 

I have no objection to the sincere individuals 
who accept partnership love in a business way, 
l)ut when they demand love from an economic or 
social condition, we can clearly see the joke. 

To be attracted means that the person who 
attracts us possesses to a certain degree all the 
qualities of attraction which we dreamed that our 
ideal lover should possess. Three are in him the 
fundamental qualities that we picture in us — 
appearance, character, strength. Unless we dis- 
cover a complete possession of those qualities by 
our lover, we do not feel that he is our ideal lover, 
no matter how strongly we are attracted by a cer- 
tain quality or qualities. 

In order to be attracted to each other equally, 
naturally we must express our love thoroughly, 
mentally by appearance, socially by character, 
physically by strength. Unless we have a com- 
plete expression of love we can never be sure of 
our equality. 

Suppose one person meets a lover. Could he 
be in a position to know if that person is his ideal 
lover! Mentally and socially, by certain com- 
panionship, he could be recognized as such. But 
how can they know their equality thoroughly un- 
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less they live together! How can marriage give 
them the required equality! 

While we have lost our instinctive, strong feel- 
ing of recognition on account of the unnatural life 
we have lived, while we have been forced to grow 
up with our enslaved and adopted ego, it is a 
question if we could be perfectly sure of equality 
with our supposed ideal lover without first ex- 
pressing our love thoroughly. From this point of 
view, equality of attraction between two married 
persons is only accidentally possible. 

I do not preach trial marriages, because I do 
not see the term marriage. When true lovers are 
forced on account of attraction to live together,, 
they can call this by any name they like, but the 
name would not change the fact that they will be 
lovers. Yet, trial marriage changes the above 
fact, because of its character of being a trial. 

Once we are above conditions, we do not feel 
like entering into a partnership love, because we 
have reached to a certain degree our fourth intui- 
tion. On accoimt of the feeling of self preserva- 
tion and of the knowledge of our opinion being in 
a very small minority with society at large, we 
compromise for economic conditions. We could 
not compromise, though, with the feeling of self 
creation, because we know that we cannot accom- 
plish the fact with fools. So, to be in love with 
persons who do not have concejptions equal to ours 
is absolutely impossible. 

That is why I could associate with any person 
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in order to make a living, and on the other handy 
I could not accept a conditional rnle of attraction. 
Because of the feeling of self preservation we 
justify to a certain extent the ways and means of 
our efforts, but because of the nature of attraction, 
we cannot do the same thing. Yet reaching the 
fourth step of self freedom, we feel strongly our 
position as individuals and we express dissatisfac- 
tion even at the ways and means of our livelihood, 
— ^we refuse to lose our liberty, we refuse to be 
slaves, and we even revolt against any attempt 
which would mean a perpetuation of our slavery. 
That is why the true, radical individual does not 
compromise even with his feelings of self-preser- 
vation and feels always that he is living in a revo- 
lution against conditions. 

Knowing thoroughly the joke of organized 
public opinion's feelings, toward our fundamental 
need of self-preservation, I feel that it is imma- 
terial whatever we do as long as we are not ex- 
ploited by others, as long as we do not exploit 
others. As to the occupation, I need not add any- 
thing to what I have already said. 

Meeting the above-mentioned attractive per- 
son, and seeing the great difference of feelings 
towards marriage and conditional life, I wondered 
for a moment about these divisions of feelings 
between the individuals, and, subconsciously, I 
thought of the existence of our fathers and fore- 
fathers. As soon as the human race advanced in 
part or in whole into the third step of progress. 
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ownership, and the natural effects of that system 
were placed under rules and regulations, the trag- 
edy of life began. While the primitive human 
beings were feeling a perfect inward freedom in 
expressing their feelings, and thus the fittest 
always survived, civilized men, fettering them- 
selves in conditions through rules and regulations, 
made life impossible not only for the weak but 
for the fittest as well. While primitive men lived 
according to the nature of their existence, civilized 
men, regulating their feelings by rules of condi- 
tional life, have faced a hard problem, even for 
their mere existence. 

Notwithstanding the only rule of nature, name- 
ly, change of forms and so of reactions for life and 
of feelings and of perceptions, the ignorance of 
past generations regulated life to the extent of 
slavery, forcing their victims, children, to accept 
their stupid interpretation of life as the only 
possible existence. In using the term stupid, I 
believe that it is the best term to express my 
feelings on the subject. By our individual ad- 
vance towards individual freedom, we often feel 
reborn or awakened. We consider the feelings of 
a certain period of our past life and we feel that 
we have been asleep. Right there we can clearly 
see the stupidity in which we were living. At that 
time we could not see the fool in ourselves, but 
when we have advanced to a higher step, we can 
make the comparison of our existence. Therefore, 
in order to reach a conscious free state we must 
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first recognize the fool in onrselves. We mnst rec- 
ognize in onrselves the slave of the previous state 
and only then can we say that we have been re- 
bom. From the day we realize our progress, that 
feeling, being now a part of human life, is in- 
herited by the following generations — ^is a part of 
their general life. 

So from this point we can feel thoroughly 
what past generations felt, and, placing ourselves 
in their period, we find that it is impossible to 
justify a condemnation of their stupidity, yet we 
cannot help feeling its existence. 

We can see then, the error of regulating life 
by ruling the effects of a natural cause of in- 
tuition. We can see that if they had let every 
effect of ownership in free expression, they would 
have been forced to advance to a further step of 
progress, abolishing causes because of their ef- 
fects. Because they have not done this, we, realiz- 
ing our advance, see that they meant well by regu- 
lating their lives, for they were ignorant of the 
results of the adopted restrictions. But how can 
we justify a continuous regulation of our lifet 

Self knowledge of different degrees is the dif- 
ference between the primitive man, the civilized 
man and the free man. The more freedom, the 
more knowledge of self we possess, the freer we 
feel. While the primitive man idolized any 
stronger form or attraction, considering it a 
supernatural power, while the civilized man, 
tlirough more knowledge of self, limited the super- 
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natural power to the inconoeivable cause of na- 
ture, the free man, with perfect knowledge of self, 
recognizes every external action, considers him- 
self as the best living form and abolishes all the 
supposed supernatural forces. 

As I stated, as soon as the human race estab- 
lished as a condition of life the system of owner- 
ship, the tragedy of life began. This was caused 
by our third fundamental need, namely, attraction. 
It was very easy for them to preserve food for 
tomorrow by working on the land through some co- 
operative understanding. It was very easy to 
provide a shelter for themselves by owning what 
they divided after possession, but it was not so 
easy to live in solitude when by nature we are 
sul^ected to attraction. While before everyone 
was wandering around in pairs or in groups, with 
limited needs (self preservation, sleep and love), 
when by ownership they established themselves in 
communities, they could not freely express their 
third need, attraction, unless the two lovers would 
have established themselves in the same shelter. 
From this period begins the real tragedy of con- 
ditional life, for love lost its freedom on account 
of the necessity for a shelter. And as the division 
of labor caused in the community the wonderfully 
stupid effects of today's slavery in the diflferent 
industries and occupations, the nature of an owned 
home and the physical differences of the sexes 
caused the origination and the division of duties 
between the lovers. As soon as love was regu- 
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lated by duties, the original aim of attraction for 
self creation was lost, and partnership love with 
its effects, was established. The woman became 
the house slave, the unfit for self support, the ex- 
iled from the organized public opinion, the one 
who could not have any opinion when inferior in 
physical strength. On the other hand, the man 
became the glorious supporter, the ruler of the 
home, and thus the master of knowledge of the 
time. On account of children the different fam- 
ilies grew, and on account of ownership, family 
rights of inheritance were established. On ac- 
count of the effected economic conditions the beau- 
tiful condition of attraction became a part of the 
organized system of ownership, and the lovers of 
yesterday became the criminal slaves of today. 
On account of the nature of production and of the 
division of labor and duties the feeling of posses- 
sion of the lover originated, and that feeling grew 
stronger on the part of the male, as he was the 
supporting master and thus the protector of his 
possessions. The female, although by nature pos- 
sessing the feeling of preference, depending now 
on the male, could not express her feelings of pref- 
erence, and the first man who was fit for protection 
and support took the place of the lover by force, 
and with the conspiracy of the girPs possessors 
(parents), who were acting in accordance with 
their rules and regulations of Ufe. The girl was 
forced to become the house slave of any man fit to 
support her, no matter whether or not she desired 
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to live with another person. The union of two 
persons thns became a business affair, and parents 
and public opinion, with the aid of a stupid law 
as well, prepared the funeral of love. 

Thus on account of possession and family 
rights, and also of the effected conditions, part- 
nership love was forced upon the victims, and to a 
certain extent the feeling of marriage became a 
part of their life. 

I need not speak of the past stupid and brutal 
ages, when the female was forced into an isolated 
existence. I need not speak of the past ages when 
the male had the right to even kill the female when 
she dared to love another person. I need not 
speak of the brutal feeling of men, who felt like 
killing each other on account of the natural prefer- 
ence of attraction on the part of the woman. I 
need not say anything of today's similar semi- 
savage feelings of the members of the organized 
public opinion of ownership, because everyone 
feels the effects of this system of ownership. Yet, 
I cannot help wondering at the cowardice of the 
persons who have reached the fourth step, who 
felt and feel the fetters of stupid rules and regula- 
tions, and who remain under the influence of pub- 
lic opinion, even though they are, or feel like, vio- 
lating every rule of conditional life. 

The advanced individual, then, who feels the 
freedom of self, and who is forced on account of 
social or economic conditions to remain under 
marriage and other restrictions, is not living in 
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an age advanced beyond the stnpid and savage 
period of past generations. In reality, there ex- 
ists no marriage, or, to use a better term, there is 
no married person who is bound by that condition 
to be sincere to his marriage vows. 

Ejiowing that through the existent qualities 
in matter, the cause of every form and action is 
repulsion and attraction, we know our position, 
and that is why, consciously or subconsciously, we 
dream of a perfect, strong, constant, and ever- 
lasting love, recognizing it as the only true feel- 
ing, and repulsing all external actions which stand 
between. 

Unless a person, when he feels the freedom of 
life, openly declares his feelings by refusing to 
acknowledge or respect foolish and unnatural con- 
ditions, unless a person rises above the average 
fool, and sees only the natural condition (love) 
which we are forced to respect, that person, being 
a victim from the very day he was bom, and con- 
tinuing to be such, the slave of responsibilities and 
duties, will never Uve, and we ought to let him rest 
in peace, for he is not alive. That is what I felt 
with the above-mentioned lover. 

When equality of attraction, and thus of feel- 
ings, is found, the lovers, having the same con- 
ception of life, and belonging to the same public 
opinion, do nothing which will cause them regret. 
Besides, they are sincere with themselves and they 
no longer feel regret for mutual, natural feelings 
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and acts. So, only when we regret, have we com- 
promised. 

Two lovers regulating their love by rules and 
regulations fail to be true to themselves. A rule 
has nothing in common with attraction. At- 
traction is natural and a rule is conditional. 
Therefore a rule can never create ideal lovers. 

Once we are free, we know the bondage of slav- 
ery of our past state. Once free we know the 
gtupidity of rules and regulations of past genera- 
tions. Then we are glad of our great accomplish- 
ment That is why I felt very glad in not entering 
with her into partnership love. 
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lENEBAL Ufe is the order of disor- 
der of the existence of the different 
combinations, which we term by the 
word nature. Nature is the ever- 
changing combination of all the 
combinations and atoms. In gen- 
eral life there does not exist even one minute with- 
out a certain change of every combination. The 
term nature, by which we express the general 
existence of forms and atoms, then, is only a term 
and not a reality. Only as a term can we use the 
word reality when we speak of nature. 

Although nature is an ever-changing reality, 
and on account of this general rule, perfect equal- 
ity between the individuals seems impossible, there 
exists a period which could be classed as the state 
of perfect equality. This state exists because of 
equal attraction of two individuals. 

It is a fact that everyone reacts against ex- 
ternal actions in favor of his own life. It is a 
fact that on account of the various attractions and 
repulsions we meet we are subject to change from 
our lovers because they might not meet the same 
attractions and repulsions. But it is also a fact 
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that when we meet our ideal lover we feel reborn, 
and we do not any longer react for life as before, 
only in favor of our own life. 

While before, we were living with an ever- 
present imaginary image of a certain type in us, 
when we meet the person who is recognized as the 
ideal lover, we live then with and for that person, 
feeling a combined individuality of self. This 
change of our reaction for life is justifiable be- 
cause we realize that the image of our ideal lover 
is now a living reality and we feel that that per- 
son is a part of our own life. This feeling is 
not strange, because we were living before with 
an image of an ideal lover, and that image was 
a part of our life. So, when we realize that that 
image is a living person, we are forced to recog- 
nize him as a part of our life. 

When we meet our ideal lover, but are not 
recognized by him as his ideal lover, we, because 
of the existing difference in feelings, discover at 
first subconsciously, and little by little consciously, 
that the image we were dreaming of possesses dif- 
ferent and more attractive qualities than he does, 
thus forming in us a new or rather definite 
image of the ideal, lover, we free ourselves from 
that unequal attraction, considering him then a 
minor attraction. But if we cannot do this, if 
we recognize in him stronger attractive qualities, 
then, considering him a stronger lover, we are 
crushed under that strong attraction. In the 
first case of an unequal attraction, we regain our 
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individuality, and, feeling self freedom, we keep on 
dreaming of an ideal lover, stronger than the one 
who does not recognize ns as his ideal lover. In 
the second case of unequal attraction, we do not 
feel our individuality and are destroyed. In the 
case of equal attraction, we are between the two 
other states, that is to say, we do not lose our 
individuality and we do not get it back. This is 
what I call the combined individuality. Because 
of this, we react for life in favor of the combined 
self, and thus we live for two individuals. Thus 
a perfect state of existence between two indi- 
viduals is established. That is equality. 
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|NLY the state of mutual attrac- 
tion is what we could call perfect 
love. As I stated in another chap- 
ter, if two persons could attract 
each other with the same order of 
change, these two lovers would re- 
main always as such. This would mean a perman- 
ent state of mutual attraction, a creation of a com- 
bined individuality of two persons. This I call 
self -creation, and this is also the case of the first 
individual atom in matter, for, through this self- 
creation by equal degrees of attraction, different 
forms were formed. Evolution, then, is nothing 
but the term of the ever effected self -creation be- 
tween the atoms and also between the forms. 

If I write hundreds of pages on this subject, I 
would not add anything. As I do not believe in 
philosophical reasoning, and as I write the book 
of my life, which means perfect expression of the 
feelings of self, there is no way of better or plainer 
expression. To express a feeling we use our own 
perception of life. The atoms which constitute 
our own form have been through many attractions 
and self creations, have formed forms or parts 
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of many forms and by their experience and also 
by onr own birth and life experience, they created 
in us every feeling through which we justify our 
reasoning. Therefore, no matter how plainly I 
express my feelings, it is always a strictly indi- 
vidualistic expression, and unless other people 
have had nearly the same experiences, that is to 
say unless other people feel alike, I cannot see 
a plainer way of expressing my feelings. 

No matter how equal two individuals might be, 
one of them is always a little stronger than the 
other. This difference is effected by the need of 
food for self preservation and also by the various 
external actions which constantly act against our 
individual existence. Yet this difference is very 
small and does not influence the fundamental feel- 
ing of attraction of two equal lovers. It is small 
on account of the effort of the equal lovers to keep 
their equality of attraction in mutual and ever- 
lasting existence. The above effort, being mutual, 
makes this difference alternative. Furthermore, 
the difference in strength of feelings between equal 
lovers is alternative on account of the existence of 
the ever-present feeling of self creation. This 
feeling, as I said before, is always existing in us, 
as well as in every other form, on account of the 
attraction of the atoms which constitute a form. 
The above alternative order of existence between 
two lovers is also a fact, because each one recog- 
nizes in the other his ideal lover. Yet, if we could 
see our feelings closely, and through our life's ex- 
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perience recognize the tme nature of the feeling 
of self -creation, we would understand that on ac^ 
count of our organic nature, lovers, although they 
seem to be equals, are placed by the rules of pro- 
creation on an unequal basis. Because of the feel- 
ing of preference in selection, the female is the 
stronger of the two. That is why she is the one 
who first recognizes the ideal lover. That is why 
the image of the ideal lover is clearer in the 
female than in the male. That is why she is surer 
and thus more sincere in her love. That is why 
there is no possibility of perfect love, even be- 
tween equals, in case the male is not recognized as 
the best existing individual, as the representative 
ideal lover of the image of the female. The 
female, being effected more by the rule of pro- 
creation, and possessing the feeling of preference, 
is forced by nature to be a lover on a superior basis 
to the male. She decides first, she loves first, she 
inspires the love in the male. Therefore, when the 
male recognizes his ideal lover, and the female 
does not recognize in him the perfect representa- 
tive of her ideal lover, equality of attraction be- 
tween those two persons is absolutely impossible. 
She, being by nature the stronger would always 
remain as such. Contrarily, when the male is 
recognized by the female as her ideal lover, 
although he feels for the time that he is stronger, 
on account of being the selected one, he will start 
to form more clearly the image of his ideal 
lover, and in case he recognizes in her the repre- 
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sentative ideal lover of that image, he will lose the 
feeling of being the stronger. Thus their posi- 
tion as to who is the stronger will be alternative. 
The ignorant generations of the past, overlook- 
ing the above order, which existed between all 
forms that exist nnder the rules of procreation, 
and, judging from the conditional life, which they 
established as natural, unfortunately classed the 
female as the weaker, and thus the real feeling of 
attraction became a parody. They could not see 
that the person who possesses the feeling of selec- 
tion, is able to attract and that in order to attract 
she must possess strong attractive qualities. 

Many persons who can see the possibility of 
freedom from conditional life and of the estab- 
lishment of a free self understand me; and no 
doubt they feel not only the equality of the sexes, 
but also the superiority of the female. But can 
the female maintain her superiority in a system in 
which conditions are made in a way that in reality 
mean her enslavement t While the economic con- 
ditions of this system of ownership play so great 
a part in our present life, can we establish a 
general free state of existence imless the female 
frees herself from all economic conditions t It is 
a fact that the economic condition plays no part 
between true lovers, for they are above conditions. 
But as long as we live under economic conditions, 
and as long as the change of feelings is an abso- 
lute fact, is it not necessary that the female 
should be able to be economically independent T 
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Is it not necessary that every member of this con- 
ditional life should be able to take care of himself 
as far as self preservation is concerned! True. 
But how can the female be freed from the bond- 
age of being supported unless we abolish first 
rules and regulations which give the man the 
stupid title of ** glorious supporter/^ 

Unless every person is able to live his life iso- 
lated from others, I cannot see the possibility of 
self freedom. Unless two lovers are not perfectly 
contented to live absolutely by themselves, I do 
not think that perfect love could be attained. As 
I said before, equal lovers constitute a combined 
individuality, and so, being contented to live to- 
gether, isolated from others, in reality it means 
isolation of self. 

No matter how contented we are with life, no 
matter if we are able to live an isolated life, unless 
we have met our ideal lover, our quest never 
ceases. We always dream of a certain ideal lover. 

We are dreaming of an ideal life, and we are 
happy when we realize that there could exist a 
person who by his attraction could abolish every 
other desire in us. 

When we are attracted by a person and we 
feel in the meantime the possibility of attraction 
by another person, we form in us subconsciously 
a stronger ideal lover, and although we desire to 
keep on loving the first one we grow further away 
from him every day. Eeasoning in this case plays 
no part. It is a feeling, and through our feelings 
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our reasons are justifiable. While we were before 
in love with our former lover, we feel now that 
we are in love and also loved by the second one, 
being considered by him as an ideal lover. We 
feel then that the second lover, in reality, is our 
ideal lover. Although we considered the former 
one as an ideal lover, feeling then that we are the 
ideal lover of the second one and recognizing him 
also as the ideal one, we know that the former one 
was only the representative of an ideal love. 
While with the former one we are dreaming of a 
wonderful and happy existence, with the second 
one we feel a blended life and that there is no way 
of separation. 

As our fundamental feeling of attraction is a 
feeling of self -creation, and as the female has the 
preference of selection, we are forced to recognize 
the fact that we cannot form a blended life unless 
the male is considered by the female as the ideal 
lover, who is capable of accomplishing a creation 
of two individuals in one combined individuality. 
More so, if we feel or know that the former lover 
had already selected her ideal lover. 

The real order of attraction is this: When 
the female selects her ideal lover, her selection 
is positive and true. If she loves again, her new 
lover can nev^er be an ideal lover. When the 
male feels that he is recognized as an ideal lover, 
and he also recognizes her as such, he is forced 
to feel this natural selection of the female, and 
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his former lover, who does not consider him as 
an ideal one, is no longer his ideal lover. 

The above is nothing but an effect of my feel- 
ings and my reasoning is trne. 

When we feel we could fuljSl all our desires 
and dreams of life, our attraction is so strong that 
it could abolish every other attraction. We know 
then that we are no longer a separate individual, 
and although our individuality exists, we feel that 
we are not the one who controls it. As we have 
not lost our individuality, we feel that we are liv- 
ing with a combined individuality. That is why 
we are always thinking and dreaming about our 
lover. No matter whether our lover is near or 
far, we feel that we are living always with him. 

This is self creation, and as our feelings are 
not ruled by conditions, we are in a state of perfect 
freedom. 

When I started to write this book of my life, 
I did not know that the possibility of self -creation 
could be accomplished while we live under the 
rules of procreation. I thought that equality of 
attraction was impossible, and if possible (because 
nature is an ever-changing reality) we are sub- 
ject to change, when by accident we meet an equal 
attraction. Now I know better. I know that when 
two equal lovers meet, once the male is recognized 
by the female as the ideal one, their love is per- 
manent, and no matter what the circumstances or 
conditions might be, they are always equal lovers. 
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They are forced by the mntnal recognition of each 
other as the ideal lover to live with a combined 
individuality, without a possibility of freeing 
themselves, because they are self -created. 

From the above standpoint, procreation of 
children is not repulsive, and because we live in 
communities, the inherited feeling of procreation 
could be accepted as natural. Because we feel 
equality, and we have knowledge of the existence 
of conditional life, we want to reproduce a repre- 
sentative of our combined self. This feeling, 
though, is not a real fundamental feeling, because 
equal lovers require no condition or eJBfect to have 
their cause (attraction) in existence. 

No matter what circumstances of conditional 
life I meet, I know and feel that there is no other 
change in feelings. Once we are self-created we 
are glad to feel our present combined existence 
and we are glad to give up every ambition and 
desire as single individuals. This is what we can 
call perfect love. 
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WO persons of different sex, at- 
tracting each other with equal de- 
grees of attractive qualities, estab- 
lish a combined individuality. 
This we call a state of equality. 
This is self creation, for each one 
of those persons create a stronger and more com- 
plete self, in which he himself is a member. 

But right here the question comes: **Why 
self creation only between two persons of different 
sexf^* 

In order to answer this question we must know 
if the sexes were originally existing in matter, or 
if life began on the same order of reaction, as it 
reacts in the present organic life. Knowing this, 
then we would need no answer. 

In order to know life, we must feel life. We 
must feel creation of life. Only by this intuitive 
knowledge can we follow the evolution of life, the 
fundamental feelings of life. Then and only then 
is our theory true. If by reasoning we leave a 
missing link, if we connect with life a single ab- 
stract quality, if we see or feel that every form of 
life does not react absolutely on the same order of 
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reaction, then something is wrong with that theory. 
But, if everything in life exists on the same order, 
namely, eternal and ever-existing change of forms 
by self creation of atoms and forms by attraction 
and repulsion, then this theory is not any longer 
a theory. It is life. 

Let us start from a supposed beginning, in or- 
der to see if we create and follow life. 

Matter is the same — ^an infinite space of atoms. 
All these atoms (all matter), let us suppose, are 
not in motion. As life means change and change 
means motion, life then is not existing. Quality 
is not abstract. If quality was abstract, matter 
has no quality. If matter has no quality, life can 
not be formed by matter, for that would not mean 
a change of any kind ; no motion would exist. If 
matter is not the same, we again leave a link, for 
we ask how it happened that matter is not the 
same. Quality from a supposed outside of matter 
we cannot take, for right away the question again 
comes: — ^where did it come from! Even, on the 
contrary, if we could take quality from outside, 
we cannot change dead matter. We cannot 
change the supposed dead matter into creative 
matter. If matter has no quality, matter could 
not develop in itself degrees of qualities. All 
matter would have remained unchanged. Thus, 
no degrees of feelings would have existed. As 
nothing can be abstract, reason must be a feeling. 
If matter has no feeling, life is abstract. Feeling 
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is quality. Quality is matter. Only thus could 
matter be a creative force. If matter is not qual- 
ity all life is death. Quality then is matter, and 
if matter was only one quality, life could not be 
formed again. Therefore, matter itself is a com- 
bined quality, negative and positive, attraction and 
repulsion. Every atom, then, possesses individ- 
ually both qualities. 

Each atom, possessing separately the qualities 
repulsion and attraction, feels in itself a certain 
individuality. In order to keep this individuality 
of self, the atom is forced by its own qualities to 
develop in itself a degree of those qualities. 
Through this degree of qualities the atoms react 
against external actions. The atom reacting re- 
pulses every atom, which, in order to react also, 
repulses it as well as every other atom. By repul- 
sion the atoms try to crush the other atoms, or, to 
use the corrfect term, to dominate them. This 
reaction is for self freedom. Quality in itself is 
a feeling. A feeling creates desire. As in the 
dijBferent forms of complex organic life, the orig- 
inal atom desires to keep its individuality. The 
minute a degree of quality develops in an atom, 
a desire is created right there. If the atoms had 
not felt their individuality, no degree of qualities 
would have developed in itself and no combination 
could be formed in life. 

While every atom repulses all other atoms of 
stronger degrees, it attracts also every atom of 
minor degrees of qualities, and because of this 
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strict individual reaction the degree of qualities 
in every atom differs right there, and right there 
also the desire for a combined reaction originates. 
The atoms feel that they can react better against 
those general actions of the other atoms if they co- 
operate with some other atom. This desire is 
not yet conscious, for it is the first intuitive feeling 
of life. But as soon as one atom accidentally 
meets an atom of equal degrees of qualities, the 
desire for a combined reaction then becomes con- 
scious. Thus, the first equality in degrees of quali- 
ties forces the atoms very closely. The atom 
which recognizes first equality in another atom 
applies attraction instead of repulsion, and then 
the second one is also forced to use its attractive 
quality. Although these two atoms exist as two 
individuals, they then react together, for they 
apply to every other atom repulsion and for each 
other attraction. Eeacting against these external 
actions, they feel as one, they appear as one, they 
are blended. 

When the first one of these two atoms felt the 
desire of co-operation, and, meeting the second 
one, applied attraction towards it, the second atom, 
feeling this attraction, naturally applied repulsion 
in order to keep its own individuality. But, as 
there existed between them equality in degrees of 
qualities, the second atom was forced to feel the 
same need of co-operation, and for its own better 
individual reaction responded to the attraction of 
the first one with attraction. Eight here a differ- 
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ent reaction originates between the atoms, for the 
first one felt first the desire to attract, while the 
second one was forced first by the first one to be 
attracted and then to attract. This small dijBfer- 
ence of reaction is the very first step towards 
the origination of the sexes. The first atom, in 
order to feel the desire and so the possibility of 
better reaction (if in a combined effort with 
another form) developed in itself a degree of 
qualities, not as before, for self reaction only, but 
for attraction as well. It tried to dominate the 
second atom. The second atom, on the contrary, 
repulsing every other atom, and developing also in 
itself a degree of attraction for self, was forced 
to recognize the attraction of the first one. This 
means that it was attracted, and because it hap- 
pened to be an equal attraction to the first one, it 
was not crushed by it ; it was not dominated. The 
first atom then selected the second atom. 

If we look at our own order of attraction and 
make the comparison we see that we live and 
feel exactly on the same order. We will know 
and feel that the first atom which attracted is the 
lowest possible existence of the female. We will 
know that the second atom developed the very 
first feeling of the male. The female atom, more 
conscious of her feeling, attracts the second atom. 
In order to attract she is the stronger in feelings, 
in attractive feelings. The male atom tries at 
first to dominate the first one, but it is forced to be 
attracted. In order not to desire to attract he is 
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stronger in repulsive feelings. She selects and 
he is selected. 

The rest is very easy for every one to feel. 
Exactly on the same order and for the same reason 
of better reaction, dijBferent combinations are 
formed in nature. The combined form, forming a 
conscious state of self existence, develops in its 
combined self different reactions and thus differ- 
ent needs and desires for self perpetuation origin- 
ate. Thus the combined reactions through mil- 
lions of self creations developed complex com- 
binations, with more desires, with more needs. 
Organic life, thus, was formed. The actual self 
creation became, on account of the organism, im- 
possible and procreation kept the perpetuation of 
those forms. 

But, no matter how impossible the actual self 
creation is to an organic form, the feeling of at- 
traction remains in us fundamentally for self cre- 
ation. Every combination which constitutes our 
form is attracted to each other on account of the 
original feeling for self creation of the atoms 
which constitute those forms. Although we live 
separately, we feel, like the atoms, the necessity 
of attraction, of perpetuation of attraction, of 
combined perpetuation of attraction. The same 
ojder goes on in every form of life. 

Although two lovers are equals, because of the 
different reaction which develops in them, each 
tries to dominate the other. The more equal they 
are the more antagonism for domination develops, 
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for they try to attract more when they feel that 
the other becomes a stronger attraction. The more 
equal these two lovers are, the more eJBfort for 
mutual reaction develops. This is freedom, for 
although we do not have a desire of self we know 
the order of the combined reaction and also the 
possibility of change of feelings and we are always 
ready for self isolation. Thus we can never be 
crushed. This is perfect knowledge of self; this 
is the ever-present feeling of self superiority. Al- 
though we are free when we live in a combined 
state of existence we are forced to feel the superi- 
ority of a mutual feeling. Therefore, we are 
forced to develop a strong antagonism in order to 
keep the mutual state in existence. 
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LFE is now wonderful. Life is 
l)eantifnl, for now every hope is 
abolished, and freedom is in at- 
tendance. While the slave gropes 
through the darkness of condi- 
tions in pursuit of life, while the 
fool is dead, the free individual, living now in the 
brilliant light of contentment, paves the way 
towards freedom. This is the highest accomplish- 
ment. This is the highest step. This is the real 
freedom. 

Once free we abolish every conditional care, 
every conditional responsibility, every duty, abso- 
lutely every condition, every law. Once free we 
attain the glorious rule of change; once self -cre- 
ated we change with a combined self. Through 
equality of attraction we feel in this beautiful free 
life that the change is mutual and the reaction for 
life is now for the combination of two individuals. 

Although subconsciously we have paved the 
way, we do not care whether anyone was able to 
follow; we do not care whether anyone saw the 
way or helped in the way. 
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This life is beautiful because we do not feel 
death. This life is beautiful because our ideal 
lover is also an individual existence, existing also 
with a combined self. 

This life is beautiful because we can feel self- 
creation and through our combined individuality 
we can abolish all desires of self. 

If I stop writing the **Book of My life^* in this 
chapter I do not think that the reader will have 
missed anything. I believe that I have expressed 
every feeling of self, and although there seems to 
be a limited description of incidents in my life, 
in reality I have said all. As we cannot express 
a feeling without an inward percection of it, and 
as we cannot have intuition of feelings unless we 
have felt them and lived with them, the reader of 
this book will know that every sentence has been 
an experience of my life and he must be satisfied 
with the opportunity he has had on account of our 
weakness in expressing our feelings by writing 
books. 
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SOME OPINIONS 

OF THE 

REVOLUTIONARY ALMANAC 

Revolutionary books and periodicals published in this city 
have been a namby-pamby lot, as compared with the European 
output in this line, but New York now rejoices in a publication 
of the real red sort. It is the "Revolutionary Almanac/' edited 
by Hippolyte Havel, and issued by the Rabelais Press. This 
Revolutionary Almanac is not merely crimson in its cover — it 
is crimson all the way through. It seems to give the police 
something to ruminate upon — ^if the difficult mastication of 
"sociological plays" has left the police any teeth to ruminate 
with. 

— N, Y. Evening Mail. 

Do you know why the 25th of December is a holiday? Be- 
cause it is Christmas? Nonsense! Read "The Revolutionary 
Almanac" and learn better! .... No longer is the 
anarchist a morose person hiding in the back room of some 
dingy saloon. He has discovered that anarchism may be made 
picturesque, even profitable. Ten years ago, the literature of 
the "movement" in America consisted of a few poorly printed 
pamphlets, stealthily circulated. Now we have the elaborate 
Revolutionary Almanac, a large and prosperous looking publica- 
tion, with a flaring scarlet and black cover and plenty of ex- 
pensive half-tone illustrations. 

— N. Y, Times. 

Hippolyte Havel is valuable in what he does to aid our 
self revelation. His compilation is necessarily partial. It is 
made to further a propaganda. It don't see all round. But it 
Is virile and incisive and lifts us off the casual soil into areas 
in which difficult things become amenable to intelligent in- 
terpretation I am sorry for the man who don't or 

can't kick. But I delight in the fellow who chews the rag and 
won't let the kings rest on their thrones. I can understand 
the people who want to let well enough alone. But I can get 
closer to the people to whom there is no well enough until 
there's enough. I can see how people get scared and stampede. 
But I can also see how nervier people stand their ground 
against all the hosts of damnation. Havel has massed some of 
the finest fruit of the harvests he most enjoys. It tastes good. 
— Horace Traubeh in The Conservator. 

The publication of a revolutionary almanac is an event in 
the militant movement of America. Yearly almanacs, giving 
a general review of the past twelvemonth in the revolutionary 
movement, have for many years appeared regularly in various 
countries, notably in France, Austria, and Italy. But till now 
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no similar publication bad been Issned in the English language, 
and we therefore welcome the appearance in America of the 
first Revolutionary Almanac The Almanac is taste- 
fully gotten up, and contains a number of articles and many 
appropriate illustrations. 

— Alewander Berkman, in Mother Earth, 

The Revolutionary Almanac comes to us from the edi- 
torial sanctum of Hippolyte Havel, and is easily the most orig- 
inal, not to say startling, thing of the kind that has reached us 
for years. Opening with St. Paul's declaration, "Woe is me if 
I preach not the gospel," and Christ, "Think not I come to send 

peace on earth I come not to send peace but a sword 

I am come to send fire on the earth" — then follows a remark- 
able calendar, under the title of "Revolutionary data," and con- 
taining records of the world's martyrs The illustra- 
tions are most original and the reading matter such as well 
maintains the title of the book, which is printed on art paper, 
and is altogether a very valuable contribution to the literature 
of this age of storm and stress. 

• — Middletoton Guardian, England. 

The Revolutionary Almanac is out. The Rabelais Press 
are the publishers and they contemplate a whole series of 
publications, which will make the American reader stand 
aghast. The "Almanac" is unsurpassed. .... The draw- 
ings that head the calendar in the front of the book are by 
John Sloan and are of fine execution, second to none of that 
distinguished artist's work. There are some other fine draw- 
ings in the book, notably the charming little bit called "Eu- 
genics," and a cartoon of "Saint Anthony" Gomstock, which 
makes one wonder how the book escaped revenge at the hands 

of that assiduous officer The calendar records 

great events In history of civilization and of the labor move- 
ment One amusing contribution to the book is a 

defence of tyrannicide by Theodore Roosevelt taken from his 
"Life of Cromwell." There Is much good poetry contributed. 

— Orrick Johns, in Beedy'a Mirror. 

This is a sumptuous affair of coated paper and half-tone 
illustrations, with articles by the great living revolutionaries 
upon their predecessors who have passed away. That by Kro- 
potkin on Bakunin is quite worth the price asked for the whole 
book. It seems too bad that so much money should have been 
invested in the form of an evanescent almanac. .... 
However, who would now say the box of precious ointment was 
an extravagance? 

— Wil8hire*8 Magazine, London, England. 
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